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AN 



EXPLANATORY VIEW, &c. 



The subject of which I purpose to treat, is 
the Revealed Doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 
And this I will do, by stating, plainly and 
without reserve, the opinion which I have 
been led to form on the matter, from an 
attentive and unbiassed consideration of 
what is delivered respecting it in the Scrip- 
tures. In what regards the essential part 
of the doctrine, my view coincides, as may 
be supposed, with that of the Church of 
which I am a sincere, though unworthy, 
minister. But in the mode of explaining 
it, I seem to myself to be able to place the 
subject in a new and more satisfactory 
light. And as this exposition differs con- 
siderably from the established one, it will, 
perhaps, be right to say something pre- 
viously on the freedom which I have thus 
allowed myself to use in forming my opi- 
nion. 
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To those persons who understand, and 
rightly appreciate the true Protestant prin- 
ciple on which our church is founded, no 
apology will be necessary for this endeavour 
to elucidate this most important doctrine. 
They well know that it is to the exercise of 
that principle of free inquiry on the grounds 
of Scripture, and reaj^pn subordinately to 
Scripture, that we owe, under the blessing 
of God, pur emancipation from a mass of 
long-continued error, and our present ex- 
cellept reforine^ religious e^t^blishrnent. 
Aqd they will readily gdmit, that it 13 ppjy 
by a continued eu^erci^^e of the s^me prin^ 
ciple, pn tljie ^ame grounds, iih^t we can 
hope to carry forward tlj^^ system pf doc- 
trines ^nd dispipline, ^pif^rds perfect;ip»; 
that it is only by teippprj^tQ apd sfu^ta^ble 
investigpptiop, under heayenly protpption, 
that the pause of truth can |De established- 
Npjiiing, therefor^ neejl be said to prppir 
tiate thesp persons \Q the present inqniry. 
But, as there naay be, and, I believe, lare 
sorpe among us, whp, wlplp they 4epy not 
the justness pf the principle of frefi inquiry, 
still think that the subject of our religipn 



has been fully canvassed, and that what is 
already settled, is all that can he done in 
it with any thing of certainty, and who are, 
consequently, averse from any discussions 
with a view to the improvement of our re- 
ligious tenets ; to such persons it may be 
expedient to offer some prefatory remarks, 
which may satisfy them respecting the pro- 
priety, utility, and safety of the proposed 
investigation. In the first place, then, it 
may be asked, whether it is reasonable to 
think that our ancestors who established 
the Reformation (I speak of it as finally 
settled by our articles), should have been 
able, immediately, to emerge from their 
then state of gross ignorance and error into 
one of perfect knowledge and of pure truth. 
Indeed, the history of the Reformation 
itself, is direct proof to the contrary ; for 
it is well known that it was only gradually 
that our present system of doctrines was 
produced. Some of the most celebrated 
of the first Reformers continued, to the 
close of their lives, to hold many erroneous 
notions. This was, especially, the case 
with regard to the now exploded tenet of 
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transubstantiation. Of this circumstance, 
the controversial writers of the Romish 
church have not failed to avail themselves, 
in order to support their opinions with the 
consenting testimony of those justly revered 
men in their favour. And, certainly, this 
they may very well do, unless we admit 
that the discovery of truth is progressive ; 
and that, consequently, in complex matters 
which do not admit of demonstration, there 
is no sure dependence, except in the case 
of inspired persons, that the opinions of any 
man, or of any body of men, at any fixed 
period, are free from all error, however great 
may be their talents, or whatever excellence 
of virtue they may possess. But, again, 
it may be asked, how Protestants can, with 
consistency, endeavour to restrict the course 
of inquiry pursued on just grounds, when 
our present system itself has resulted from 
it ? If the tenets established at the Reforma- 
tion, are to be made an unalterable standard 
for all those who come after, what would 
this be, but to have displaced Papal ty- 
ranny from its throne, in order to setup, 
in its stead, a dominion, which, though less 



ostentatious and presuming, would be, at 
least, equally arbitrary in its decisions? 
It is said, indeed, by some, that by the full 
scrutiny which we have made into the sub- 
ject, we have arrived at a moral certainty 
respecting it, which, so far, precludes the 
possibility of error. But this, I think, can 
hardly be maintained as to the doctrine in 
question, when it is considered what room 
there is for mistake in so complex a subject 
as this, and in reasoning on which, both 
the premises and the inferences depend on 
so many particulars, that are by no means 
plain and evident. And, though, it be ad- 
mitted, that we may arrive at a certain 
assurance with regard to the justness of the 
inferences we draw, yet we cannot, I ap- 
prehend, be in all cases equally sure, that 
we have laid down our premises rightly. 
But such claim to impossibility of error is 
virtually disowned by our Church, for itself, 
in the 19 Art. in which it is asserted, that, 
" as the Churches of Hierusalem, Alexan-. 
dria, and Antioch have erred, so also, the 
Church of Rome hath erred, not only in 
their living and manners of ceremonies. 
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but also in matters of Faith.** For while we 
assert this of those most famous Churches, 
we cannot but admit that we are ourselves 
equally liable to error ; at least, we must 
admit that our decisions are, equally with 
theirs, amenable to be tried by the evi- 
dence of Scripture and reason, and must 
ever so continue. The utmost that can be 
claimed for it, or, indeed, is claimed for it 
by its most judicious advocates, is the 
having arrived, by a well-conducted inves- 
tigation, at such a degree of certainty in 
scriptural knowledge, that its decisions are 
entitled to be received as true, unless by 
further inquiry, they can be proved to be 
faulty. No other claim than this has any 
support either from reason or Scrip- 
ture. Neither could it have; since its 
effect could be only to fortify error, and to 
check the growth of truth. The Divine 
intention, on the contrary, would seem 
rather to have been to promote a dis- 
position for inquiry, as may be inferred 
from the circumstance, that so little is 
explicitly stated in the Scriptures respect- 
ing the Christian doctrines — nothing more, 



indeed^ than is strictly necessary to excite 
attention, and to guide the pious believer 
in his meditations,* This mode of pro- 

*■ it the matter be well considered, I think it will appear that 
the essence of oar religkiB, ts contained in the. tenet which 
St. Paul states, in his first Epistle to the Corinthians, (ii. 2,) 
to be the sum of his preaching, viz. that Jesus is the Messiah 
crucified for the sfns of the world; for, from this prhnary 
tenet, e?ery thing rdatimg bofh to doatrine and practice may 
be deduced by reflection. This seems to be all that is di- 
rectly delivered, the other doctrines being only incidentally 
implied. And as this tenet must be made known by the vmere 
prevalel^ce of Christianity, even if there were no written do- 
cuments on the subject, our religion is to be considered as 
intended to stand, mainly, on the footing of an oral tradition. 
In this view of the subject, the Scriptures of the New or Old 
Test^ntent are not, then, the- source of our religion, but a 
collaterak ^dence of tlie tmith of this tenet, and an authorized 
divine exhibition of the particulars included in it. This would 
account for the circuiftstaBice, that the Scriptures both of the 
Old and New Testatnent> have beesk suffered to come down 
to us without an infallible prcK^ oi their authenticity. It has 
been left ta us to make i\a» out^ in every particular case, by 
reasoning, and a due consideration of the evidence, as it 
staodsu And the primary argument applicable to this point, 
is,, that nothing can be admitted to be authentic that contra- 
dicts this fundamental tenet This circumstance of the ab- 
sence of all j^sitive sanction to the Scriptural canon^ exhibits 
the divine origm of aar religion in a moM striking point of 
view ; since, its general prevalence, under such a circum- 
stance, cannot be otherwise* accounted for : more especially, 
vihen it is considered, that ithAs,'tibLUS', triumphantly prevailed 
against the divinely established institutions of the Jews, or, 
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ceeding seems to be altogether suitable to 
such a scheme of instruction and discipline 
as the Christian, of which the main end is 
to influence the human mind, and to bring 
it into a due and willing subserviency to 
the Divine. That this freedom of inquiry 
and unfettered condition of the mind, are, 
in no respect, prejudicial to religion, and 
that they are consistent with the close 
union which the Christian system abso- 
lutely requires between its members, might, 
if necessary, be plainly shewn. But it will 
be here suflScient to observe, that Chris- 
tianity, as a divine truth, can have nothing 
to apprehend from discussion, but may 

to use Scriptural language, that ** things that are not, have 
brought to nought things that are/' 1 Cor. i. 20. And 
this mode of delivering the religion, is most suitable to its 
spiritual character, because its reception is thus made to be 
purely a voluntary act of the mind, exercising all its powers 
of reason fully, and freely, in submission to the Divine Will ; 
with a just regard, indeed, to all contingent circumstances, 
but still, ultimately, to nothing else except as it is found to be 
included therein. This view of the mode in which our reli- 
gion has been delivered, will best explain why there is no in- 
fallible authority in the Church for doctrine, and justify the 
Protestant principle on which our Church has been esta- 
blished, as it will be found that such infallible authority is 
not requisite. 



expect the greatest advantage from it, pro- 
vided it be conducted with temper and, 
gravity, and the reverence due to the sub- 
ject ; and that it cannot be the means of 
creating, disunion among Christians, if it be 
regulated, as it ought to be, by that spirit 
of mutual conciliation, which is inculcated 
throughout the New Testament. So far 
otherwise is the case, that it may be re- 
garded as' the best, or, rather, the only 
human means of producing perfect unani- 
mity among them. When, therefore, it is 
evident that the inquiry is made in honesty 
and singleness of mind, with a sincere wish 
of finding out the truth for its own sake, and 
with a view to its practical beneficial results, 
it would be both contrary to the spirit of 
the Gospel and unjust to the inquirer, to 
seek to impede his efforts by casting reflec- 
tions on his intentions, and denouncing his 
labours as tending to schism, or to the un- 
settling of religion or of the Estabhshment. 
There is every reason to conclude, that if 
our Reformers had continued their in- 
quiries, they would have done more than 
they have in the way of reformation. It is 
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true, that they did nothing respecting the 
doctrine of the Trinity, but left it as it was 
then received, and had been, as it would 
appear, generally understood in the early 
times of Christianity. But, then, it is to 
be observed, that their attention was, in 
the first instance, directed to, and, indeed, 
engrossed by those doctrines of the Romish 
Church which had the most injurious in- 
fluence on public morals. Of this kind was 
the doctrine of Transubstantiation, con- 
nected, as it is, with that of Purgatory and 
the practices of private masses and indul- 
gences. It was the scandal occasioned by 
these and other vicious practices of the 
Romish Church, which formed the first jus- 
tifiable ground of inquiry into its claim of 
infallibility ; and the first object of the Re- 
formers naturally was to suppress these 
things. Having succeeded in that respect, 
and not having the same strong motive to 
urge them on, they proceedcfd no farther ; 
and interfered not with such doctrines as 
had not an immediate connexion with the 
vices of the Romish Church, but retained 
them as they were then received. This was 
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the case with the doctrine of the Trinity, 
and of which, therefore, they were not led 
to entertain any doubts. Indeed, their 
plan was to evince as much moderation as 
possible in the work of reform, and conse- 
quently, rather to do too little than too 
much. To this moderation it would be un- 
charitable not to think, that they were 
mainly induced by a just sense of the 
caution requisite in the momentous work 
which they had undertaken. But it may, 
also, be ascribed in some measure, to that 
feeling of undue submission to established 
opinions, to which they had been so long 
habituated that they feared to do violence 
to it, and, indeed, could not be induced to 
do so without an urgent necessity. Nor are 
they to be greatly blamed for this ; since a 
regard for received opinions is an excellent, 
or rather, the only true principle of action, 
provided it be duly controlled by reason.* 

* The proper distinction seems to be, that, in points of doc- 
trine, submission to ancient and ecclesiastical authority can 
be properly required, onl^^ oo conviction that the. doctrines 
are supported by the Scriptures ; but that, in matters of dis- 
cipline and indifferent customs, the spirit of our religion would 
ifuluce a reasonable compliance with every thing, that may 
promote order amd good-will among Chrifttians: 
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But it is clear, that, after they had once 
established the right, or rather, the duty of 
free inquiry, there was nothing to hinder 
their proceeding to examine into any of the 
received doctrines. And, though, in doing 
this, they would have a just respect for the 
judgment of the Church, and would allow 
due weight to the opinions of antiquity, 
yet, according to the true Protestant prin- 
ciple, they would have felt themselves, 
ultimately, bound only by the word of 
God. Had the model set by these first 
Reformers been rightly followed up, the 
work of improvement would have gradually 
proceeded to perfection. Instead of which, 
the general practice since has been, to ac- 
quiesce in their decision as perfect, and to 
apply all our learning and talent, solely, to 
the defence and support of what was then 
don^. Now, great and admirable as were 
the labours of those devout characters, this 
is not what they themselves could have ap- 
proved of, consistently with their own prin- 
ciples. It is remarkable, however, that, 
notwithstanding this general passive acqui- 
escence in the doctrines as laid down by 
the Reformers, incidental observations are 
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to be met with in writers of the highest au- 
thority, which plainly evince that they had 

made further advances in divine know- 

* 

ledge. Instances of this, I shall have oc- 
casion to produce, presently, in considering 
the doctrine of the Trinity. But I shall 
here only observe, that it may be looked 
upon as the natural effect of Scriptural 
study and meditation. And, though the 
writers themselves have not, in these cases, 
pursued these notions to their full extent, 
yet they have left thein as useful hints, 
which it remains for us to work upon. 
These remarks, I conceive, will suflScieiitly 
justify an endeavour, by cautious reasoning, 
to give additional light to the truths of our 
holy religion. 

At the same time, it may, on the other 
hand, be very fitly argued, that, considering 
the laboured investigation of Scripture on 
which our present' creed is founded, it is 
not likely that a different result would be 
produced by further inquiry. Or, at least, 
it may be said, that its principal outline 
must always remain as it is. Nor could 
this be properly objected to, since the prin- 
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ciples of our present system are, in the 
main, derived from the declarations of 
Scripture taken in their plain, and un- 
forced sense. So far they must be admit-* 
ted to stand on the firmest footing, and 
from which it is reasonable to presume they 
cannot be removed. Those persons, there- 
fore, are not to be blamed who think that 
any proposition tending to subvert our es- 
tablished tenets is to be received with con- 
siderable distrust. The caution and in- 
dustry which have been employed in form- 
ing our creed fully justify this confidence 
in .its general correctness. But yet, as all 
human works are liable to imperfection, 
there can be no good reason for supposing 
it incapable of improvement. Though it 
h professedly and in the main founded on 
Scripture, yet, possibly, upon further in- 
quiry, it may be found not to be as much 
so as it might be. The continued reflection 
which, in the lapse of time, is successively 
applied to the subject by different persons, 
may naturally be expected to place some 
things in a clearer light. A closer atten- 
tion can thus be given tp the particulars of 
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a system than could be doqe at its forma- 
tion. And it should be observed, that 
these improvements which result from afp 
ter-reflection, are of the utmost importance. 
They are like the 6pishing touches of a pic- 
ture, from which, though in themselves 
perhaps minute, the picture itself derives 
its perfectness and real value. There is 
this difference, however, between the cases; 
in ipatters of design, these last improve- 
ments imply superior scieoce and skill in 
the artist, bqt in matters of reasoning they 
are frequently the reward inerely of patient 
reflection on a system already established, 
and of the pursuit of a previous train of 
argunient to its remoter consequences. 
Tlie proposing of them, therefore, is not to 
be thought presumption, or an affectation 
of superior knowledge ftnd sagacity. Gene-^ 
rally speaking, indeed, they are overlooked 
by persons whose pretensions are of the 
higher order, and are wrought out by those 
who find it safest to pursue their inquiries 
in a piore restricted and cautious manner, 
who, feeling a constant necessity for a 
gvude, sfubmit ijppliqitly to its directions; 
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and in the case in question, therefore, in- 
stead of trusting to general reasoning, con- 
fine themselves strictly to the track of 
Scripture. Neither should it be hastily 
supposed to originate in motives of hos- 
tiUty, since it may, with equal probability, 
arise frotn a friendly feeling. And, there- 
fore, in every case, in which new and im- 
proved views of any doctrine are proposed 
on just grounds, they are entitled to a can- 
did and friendly consideration : and, cer- 
tainly, by this means the interests of truth 
would be best promoted. 

If any one should suppose, that a Minister 
of the Church of England is precluded from 
further inquiry, I would, in answer to such 
supposition, offer to his consideration, the 
20th Article of our Church. It is therein 
stated, " The Church hath power to decree 
rites or ceremonies, and authority in con- 
troversies of faith : and, yet, it is not lawful 
for the Church to ordain any thing that is 
contrary to God's word* written, neither 
may it so expound one place of Scripture 
that it be repugnant to another. Where- 
fore, although the Church be a witness, and 
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a keeper of holy writ, yet, as it ought not 
to decree any thing against the same, so, 
besides the same, ought it not to enforce any 
thing to be believed for necessity of salva- 
tion/^ Now, if the latter part of the Arti- 
cle, which admits that "yet it is not lawful/^ 
&c. is not merely a set of words, it must 
be understood to reserve to the members of 
the Church, this right of farther inquiry, 
and of pointing out what may appear con- 
trary to Scripture or superadded to it. In- 
deed, it is not easy to see how the language 
could have been more aptly framed for the 
twofold purpose, of asserting the right of 
the governors of every Christian society 
constituting a Church to form its own creed, 
and of leaving it at the same time open to 
its members, or rather of inviting them* to 
suggest such corrections in it, as may be the 
result of a further diligent examination of 
Scripture. And, certainly, it is from the 
studies and diligence of the clergy that 

* That such was the opinion of Dr. Waterland may be in- 
ferred from the quotation prefixed to this tract. And if he is 
not the first authority in our Church, he is at least among the 
first, and especially on the subject in question. 

C 
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these improvements are naturally to be 
looked for. It is true that the Ministers of 
our Church are solemnly engaged to preach 
its established doctrines; and, therefore, 
could not do otherwise consistently with 
their engagements. This will be readily ad- 
mitted. Or, rather, I should, for my own 
part, be disposed to say, that not only are 
they prevented by their engagements from 
preaching any other doctrines, but neither 
could a Minister retain his oflSce, who 
should entertain any doubt as to the sub- 
stance of the established doctrines. On no 
other ground than this, as I conceive, could 
his signature to them be said to be justly 
complied with. And, further, the sub- 
stance of the doctrines should not be esti- 
mated in a general and lax way, but in the 
strictest sense. For instance, with regard to 
the doctrine in question, it would not be suf- 
ficient that he entertained a belief in God, 
generally, under the notion of a Trinity, un- 
less he also believed the three persons to be 
all equal and of one substance. This is 
what our Church maintains to be cleiarly 
deducible from Scripture ; and of this it re- 
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quires an unequivocal belief from all sub- 
scribers to our Articles. But, as it is certain 
that the Scriptures have not explained the 
mode in which this equality of the three 
persons and the unity of their substance, is 
to be understood, the Church cannot be 
supposed to set forth its own explanation 
of the subject, positively. And, therefore, 
in that respect, the matter must be deemed 
to be left open to investigation. At the 
same time, the purposes of Christian edifi- 
cation and the just deference due to Church 
authority, require that no authorised Mi- 
nister should, in the discharge of his public 
functions, professedly exhibit any other 
than the established view of the subject. 
But nothing hinders that he should, through 
the medium of the Press, in which case he 
speaks solely on his personal influence and 
responsibility, offer to the public judgment 
the matured fruits of his own reflections 
and study of the Scriptures ;* and it can- 

♦ See Key's Norrisian Lectures, Book iii. ch. 15. sec, 5, 
Dr. Hey's remarks on improvements in religion^ deserve the 
greatest attention. The observations, here^ are adapted to 
the present advanced condition of our Church, which affords 
greater facility to improvement. 

C 2 
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not be objected to him, as a defect in his 
submission to lawful authority, that he sup- 
ports his opinions with temperate and re- 
spectful though free discussion. Nor, on 
the other hand, can his retention of his of- 
fice lay him open to an imputation of in- 
sincerity, since, in substance, he admits the 
received doctrine, and of the truth of his 
own view there is not an absolute certainty, 
any more than there is of the established 
one. And, assuredly, it must be admitted 
that he provides a better security for the 
prevalence of the truth ultimately, by thus 
giving his support to established authority, 
than he could hope to do by relinquishing 
his connexion with his Church, and taking 
up a hostile position against it. 

I am well aware of the greatness of the 
difficulty which I have undertaken to en- 
counter, in attempting to produce a satis- 
factory explanation of the doctrine in ques- 
tion . I am aware, also, of the stores of learn- 
ing and the powerful talents with which it has 
been assailed without success. I am aware, 
too, that if it could not be successfully en- 
countered otherwise than by the use of such 
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ponderous armour, it would be in vain for 
me to engage in the contest, for I have them 
not; and with theloan ofthese things,! should 
only be encumbered. But if I may hope to 
contend with success, armed only with such 
a competent share of learning and talent as 
may be sufficient to take a clear view of the 
case, and with a firm confidence in the divine 
blessing on a sincere and patient endeavour 
to find out the truth, by adhering the in the 
inquiry closely to the track of Scripture, 
then am I ready to engage without distrust 
of the event. And if, then, 1 venture, with 
only a few smooth stones and a David's 
sling, to encounter this giant difficulty 
which has so long defied the warriors of 
Israel, let me hope, that it may not be 
ascribed to "pride and naughtiness of 
heart," that I have had the courage to 
join the camp. Perhaps, I may be allowed 
to say, in my defence, in the words of David, 
on the occasion to which I have, with un- 
feigned humiUty, alluded, "Is there not a 
cause?" Is it Hot well known, that the doc- 
trine in question, as now explained, is a 
stumbling-block to many apparently well- 
disposed persons without our communion. 
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and who are prevented by it from uniting 
with us? and, is it not equally certain, that 
there are many among us, who, though 
they receive the doctrine, generally, on the 
warranty of Scripture, would, yet, be well 
pleased, or, more strictly speaking, are anx- 
ious for a clearer and more satisfactory ex- 
planation of it? An honest endeavour, there- 
fore, to remove the objections of the one 
class, and to strengthen the convictions of 
.the other, cannot but be praiseworthy. It is 
upon these principles, and with these de* 
signs, that I enter upon the explanation of 
the view which I have formed to myself of 
this very weighty doctrine. In giving which, 
it is my earnest prayer that I may be en- 
abled so to express myself, as may not be> 
altogether, unsuitable to a matter involving 
in itself contemplations of so grand and 
awful a nature. 

That the Godhead is represented in 
Scripture under three differences, appears to 
me to be a fact so clear as hardly to admit 
ofadoubt. A great variety of passages, in- 
deed, might be produced, which go clearly 
to the proof of this point. But it Will be 
sufficient to notice the words of the Bap- 
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tismal form. According to this, we are 
baptized in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Now, as God 
is the proper and exclusive object of wor- 
ship, our baptism, it should seem, must 
have reference to him; and, therefore, the 
being baptized in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost would, neces- 
sarily, be a baptism in the name of God. I 
conclude, therefore, from this form of in- 
troduction to Christianity, that it is the 
design of the Gospel that we should regard 
the Deity under these three distinctions.* 

* As this is the received sense of the text in our Church, 
it is unnecessary, as far as the argument is addressed to them, 
to give any more particular reasons for so understanding the 
passage. With regard to those who dissent from the above 
conclusion, they will admit, at least, that these three terms, if 
not necessarily, may, possibly, relate to the Godhead. And if 
they will admit this for argument-sake, I am inclined to hope, 
that the way in which it is proposed to understand the terms 
in reference to God, may, perhaps, reconcile them to the 
doctrine of the Trinity. And I may here observe once for all, 
that what is said respecting the sense of this text, may be ap- 
plied, in general, to all other texts, in which I follow the re-, 
ceived interpretation in preference to any different ones, which 
may have been proposed. The received senses may be ad- 
mitted, at least, on the footing of argument, inasmuch as 
there is no infringement of the rules of grammar in them. 



But, admitting this point, it then becomes 
a question, in what way these expressions 
are to be applied in relation to God. For 
it must be kept in mind, that this is not 
explicitly stated in the Scriptures, but is 
left to be deduced by reflection and reason- 
ing. No express explanation whatever is 
given, why God is spoken of, as he is in the 
above form, under the three designations of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
The inference that God is to be so consi- 
dered, which may be drawn from that pas- 
sage, is the most direct ; but it is also de- 
ducible, though less directly, from what is 
said, in other places, concerning our Sa- 
viour Christ and the Holy Ghost. Still, it 
is only by reasoning and inference that the 
point is to be made out. This being so, it 
is clear that the only sure way of proceed- 
ing in the inquiry, is to search out the true 
meaning of all the passages which bear upon 
the subject by a diligent examination of the 
context; and, by a comparison of them to- 
gether, so to interpret them that they may all 
give a consistent sense. Conformably to this 
plan, I propose to consider some of the chief 
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passages in which God is spoken of under 
these designations, from which it will be 
easy to draw the conclusion in what sense 
these terras are, in all others, to be un- 
derstood in reference to God ; after which, 
I will examine those places which may 
appear to form objections to the con- 
clusion. 

But, before we enter on the consideration 
of the passages, it will be advisable to 
notice, what appears to me, a fundamental 
error in our present mode of treating the 
matter. And this we may the rather do, 
as the removal of it will greatly assist in 
leading us to, what I conceive to be, a right 
view of the subject. The common opinion 
is, that these titles of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, describe the essential 
nature of the Deity. But it may be asked 
what ground we have for supposing this to 
be their design ; or,- rather, we may ask, 
whether there is not something of presump- 
tion in the very supposition that God de- 
signed, at all, to reveal to us his real and 
essential nature. This supposition I have 
long considered as a most unhappy error. 
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I think it to be peculiarly so, as it has stood 
in the way of all satisfactory explanation 
of the subject. Since, in consequence of 
the matter's being, thus, made to be one 
wholly beyond our comprehension, it is 
thought a sufficient answer to every diffi- 
culty or doubt respecting it, to say, that it 
is out of the reach of our .finite understand- 
ings to explain it ; and that, therefore, we 
must reqeive it implicitly, without expect- 
ing ever to acquire any clear or distinct 
notions on the subject. This is the sub- 
stance of the answer usually given; but, as 
a particular instance, we may take the fol- 
lowing from Abp, Wake s Commentary on 
the Church Catechism, In answer to the 
Question, ** How can three distinct persons 
so partake of the One Divine Nature or 
Essence, as all together to make but One 
God?*' it is replied, "That is not my con- 
cern to explain. This I am sure, that if 
the Scriptures be (as we all allow that* they 
are) the word of God, what they plainly 
deliver must be true, because it is in effect 
delivered by Gqd ; who can neither be Him- 
self deceived, nor will deceive me* * Now 
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that they deliver both these propositions to 
me, that the Father is God, the Son is 
God, and the Holy Ghost is God, and yet, 
that they are not three Gods, but one God ; 
I am as sure, as I can be of any thing that 
is spoken or written for my understanding. 
That therefore both of these assertions are 
true and credible I am sure. But how, or 
after what manner I am to understand them, 
so as to remove all shew of contradiction in 
them, this the Holy Scriptures have not 
revealed; nor do I therefore presume to 
pronounce anything more particularly con- 
cerning them/'* Now, it is clear that the 
confident tone of this answer, is derived, 
solely, from the assumption, that the three 
Scriptural designations of the Deity relate 
to the Divine Essence; and, if that could 
be made out to be certainly the case, the 
answer would be altogether proper. But as 
it is, merely, an opinion, arising, solely, 
from taking that particular view of the 
Scripture language, the truth of the as- 
sumption is, assuredly, a fit subject for in- 
quiry and argument. For my own part, I 

* Wake on Ch. Cat s. xv. q. 8. 
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confess that it has, long since, appeared to 
me to be agratuitous and unfounded suppo- 
sition ; and, as I have before said, having, in 
its very nature, a principle of presumption. 
It seems to me, that the appropriate way 
for us to consider the matter, is, to regard 
these expressions as relating solely, to the 
circumstances under which God has been 
pleased to exhibit himself to us in the 
Christian dispensation. This, it must be 
admitted, is the most natural point of view 
to take them in; for, assuredly, it is most 
natural to consider what has been revealed 
in the Scriptures as having an immediate 
and direct reference to our present state of 
probation, and the scheme of instruction 
and discipline which has been graciously 
adapted to it. But it cannot be argued 
that a revelation of the essential nature of 
the Deity, is a matter of this kind, since it 
is allowed, that it is a subject wholly beyond 
our comprehension; and, therefore, as such, 
can have no other use than that of present- 
ing to us a point for abstract and implicit 
belief: the sole advantage of which would 
be to impress us with a general sense of the 
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present limited nature of our faculties. 
Now, though this is a beneficial result as 
tending to produce in us humility, yet, this 
general advantage is not such as to pre- 
clude us from entertaining a view of the 
subject which may seem more consonant 
to the spirit and manifest design of our 
dispensation ; viz. to exercise our minds, 
and strengthen our faith and devotion, 
by supplying us with subjects of reflec- 
tion suitable to our present condition. 
But, on the other hand, by restricting, as 
proposed, the application of the terms to 
the existing circumstances of Christianity, 
we, at once, remove the objection . which 
has been made to the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, on the ground of the impossibility of 
understanding it : and which I cannot but 
consider to be an objection of weight. It 
is said, indeed, in answer to it, that there 
are many things in nature which are equally 
beyond the reach of our understanding to 
explain, but of the truth of which we never- 
theless entertain no doubt, and on which 
we daily act in the affairs of ordinary life. 
This is true ; but then it is to be observed*. 
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that, in such cases, we know at least what 
is immediately necessary for enabling us to 
act, which is sufficient for our purpose. 
Greater knowledge on the subject might 
give us more enlarged views ; but, yet, as 
we can act without them, it may be dis- 
pensed with. This may be instanced in the 
case of the Mechanic who is able to apply, 
in practice, the principles of a science of 
which he knows nothing. But, then, it 
should be remembered, that of a spiritu?il 
dispensation, as is the Christian, the direct 
end and purpose is to influence and improve 
the mind ; and that therefore, it is natural 
to suppose, that its doctrines would be so 
contrived as to have a direct and immediate 
tendency to effect that purpose : for, iijdeed, 
without this, it would be inefficient and nu- 
gatory. But, then, unless its doctrines are 
of a character to come, at least, in some 
measure, within the power and range of our 
present state of intellect, its main design 
would not be answered. Let me not be 
misunderstood. I do not intend to say, 
that it is to be expected that every thing 
in Religion would be perfectly plain and 
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intelligible to us in our present state; but 
what I mean to say, is, that it may be ex- 
pected, that the declarations of Scripture 
respecting any doctrine proposed to our 
belief, would be so far conformable to our 
present mode of thinking as to form a rea- 
sonable subject for reflection ; and upon 
which we may hope, under the Divine 
blessing, by continued and devout medita- 
tion, to acquire, gradually, clearer ideas. 

But if the sincere inquirer after the truth, 
however inclined he may be to patient and 
laborious research, is notwithstanding to 
be met, at the outset of his inquiry into the 
doctrine, with the declaration, that it is out 
of his power to understand it, the effect will 
naturally be, to destroy the influence which 
a prospect of being enabled, by meditation, 
to obtain an insight into it, would otherwise 
have on his mind. And, then, instead of 
being an enlivening principle of belief, it 
would be merely of the nature of a positive 
assertion, to which it only remained for him 
to give a passive and implicit assent. This, 
it is to be feared, is the case with many 
well-disposed Christians, in regard to the 
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doctrine of the Trinity : and the cause 
of it I believe to be this very circum- 
stance, that they are taught to look upon 
it as a matter so entirely out of the reach 
of their apprehension, that they feel little 
inclination to make it a subject of habitual 
reflection. The consequence of which is 
the manifest lukewarmness respecting it, 
which prevails among the nominal profes- 
sors of Christianity. It will not be denied, 
that the doctrine in question, might, even 
under these circumstances, if known to be 
founded directly and certainly on divine 
authority, be, still, highly useful to prac- 
tical purposes, though it could not be ex- 
pected to be as much so, as if it were a 
matter more level to human apprehension. 
But, as the case really is, that the doctrine 
is deduced only by inference, it appears to 
rest, chiefly, on human opinion, and its in- 
fluence is, in consequence, thereby, in a 
much greater degree, weakened. It may 
be observed farther, that it is by no means 
consonant to the spirit of the Gospel^ to 
check inquiry. On the contrary, its design 
would rather appear to be, to give it every 
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encouragement, " Search the Scriptures ; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life^ 
and they (are they which) testify of me/'* 
was the injunction of our Lord to his 
Jewish auditors. And though this order, 
in its immediate reference, related to 
the prophetic declaration of him as the 
Messiah; yet, in its spirit, it is clearly 
applicable to us, and to the pursuit of our 
inquiries, on just principles, into all the cir- 
cumstances of revelation. The promise, 
also, made by our Lord to his Apostles, 
that, after his departure, the Holy Spirit, 
acting as their mental Comforter, should 
guide them into all truth, may be fitly ap- 
plied, in its due proportion, as a general 
encouragement to all Christians to continue 
in a persevering inquiry into all the doc^ 
trines of revelation. Further, when we 
find St. Paul saying to Timothy, " From a 
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto sal- 
vation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

* John V. 39. 
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for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness ; that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works,''* we cannot but consider the 
observations as intended to encourage him 
to a close and accurate study of the Scrip- 
tures J and, by consequence, implying an 
assurance, that, as they are so studied and 
reflected upon, a clearer and more satis- 
factory knowledge of divine things may be 
attained. And though it is true that these 
remarks are made in allusion to the Jewish 
Scriptures, and are addressed to him as a 
teacher, yet, whoever has rightly noticed 
the concise mode in which the sacred writers 
deliver their precepts, will readily perceive 
that they are, in due proportion, applicable 
also to the canon of the New Testament, 
and as a direction, in this matter, to every 
Christian disciple. More especially will 
this be the case, when it is considered that 
a suitable degree of study is requisite, on 
his part, to enable him to benefit by the 
instructions of his teachers. On this cir- 
cumstance is founded St. Luke's com«« 

• 2 Tim. Hi, 15— 17. 
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mendation of the people of Berea for daily 
searching the Scriptures, in order to ascer- 
tain whether the things preached to them, 
were as they were stated to be.* It is true 
that St. Peter has told us, that in the 
Epistles of Paul "there are some things 
hard to be understood,''! yet he has not 
said that they are quite beyond our com- 
prehension. Nor has he, or any other of 
the Apostles, made any such assertion re- 
specting any part of what has been revealed 
concerning the Gospel-scheme of Redemp- 
tion. On the contrary, I will venture to 
S9,y, that whoever sits down to the study in 
singleness of heart, and a real desire tq 
know the truth, will, under God's blessing, 
find himself so impelled by the course of 
the study itself, that he will have neither 
inclination nor inducement to stop in the 
pursuit; but will rather press on, conti- 
nually, to the acquisition of further know- 
ledge, with a constant hope of arriving, in 
the language pf the Apostle, at the degree 
of knowledge on divine subjects, suited " to 
a perfect ma;n, to the measure of the stature 

• S^ Acts xvii. 11. t 2 Pet. iii. 16. 

D 2 
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of the fulness of Christ;'** or, in other 
words, to the perfect knowledge and prac- 
tice of the Christian scheme. And though 
this be not attainable in this life, yet these 
expressions clearly give a hope, that he 
may gradually acquire such clear and de- 
finite notions on the subject of his religion, 
as may fix him immoveably in his profes- 
sion, or, as the Apostle adds in the next 
verse, '' that we may be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine/'f 

I must entreat the reader to bear in 
mind, that these reinarks are made, solely, 
on the ground that there is no explicit de- 
claration in Scripture, that the designations 
in question describe the essential nature of 
the Deity ; for I trust that it is impossible 
that I could rashly venture against a posi- 
tive statement of Scripture, even to hazard 
a conjecture in what way a revelation might 
be best delivered to mankind. Were the 
matter directly stated, all argument t)a the 
subject would be at an end. Had it pleased 
Cod, that any doctrine, wholly out of the 

* Eph. iv. 13. f V. 14. 
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reach of humaa intellect to understand, 
should be openly deHvered under divine 
sanction, none would more readily receive 
it than myself, nor with a deeper sense of 
self-abasement. Nor should I hesitate to 
believe that it was done for a wise and 
good purpose, however inscrutable that 
purpose might be to our limited faculties. 
But such is not the case here. It is not, 
nor can it be contended, that there is any 
positive declaration on the subject in quesi 
tion. The opinion, I repeat, has arisen, 
solely, from a particular view of the lan- 
guage of Scripture ; and, this being so, it is 
altogether a fit matter for consideration, 
whether or not the opinion be well-founded. 
And what I have aimed at by these remarks 
is, in the first instance, to shew that it is 
not probable that it is, inasmuch as it ap- 
pears that such could not be the true 
meaning of these designations, consistently 
with the general tenor of the Christian 
scheme of redemption. 

This mode of treating the subject being, 
in my opinion, the chief obstacle to the 
right understanding of it, the removal of 
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this impediment was requisite previously 
to the consideration of what I believe to 
be the more just view of the matter ; from 
which I trust it will appear, that no such 
assumption is necessary. This I now pro- 
ceed to explain, on the principle above 
stated ; viz. that of interpreting the pas- 
sages in which these designations occur, in 
direct reference to the circumstances undei* 
which it has pleased God to exhibit him- 
self to us in the Christian dispensation. 
Taking the passages in the regular order, I 
will treat, first, of those in which Qod is 
spoken of as a Father; secondly, of those 
which describe him under the title of Son ; 
and, thirdly, of those in which he is pre- 
sented to us by the term of the Holy Spi- 
rit. And first then, of the passages in 
which God is spoken of as a Father. 

I have, elsewhere,* observed, that the doc- 
trines of Revelation, though of a spiritual 
nature, and in their ultimate reference re- 
lating to a spiritual state, have, with a due 
regard to general instruction, been deli- 
vered to us, not in terras applicable to that 

* See Parap. 1 Cor. iu 13, note. 
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state of existence, but in such as are agree- 
able to men's ordinary mode of thinking, 
being taken from images and notions in 
nature and real life; but, that it is only as 
the Scriptural phrases are gradually di- 
vested of their bodily and worldly meaning 
that spiritual knowledge is acquired, and 
the real meaning of the doctrines ascer- 
tainqd. The true method, therefore, of in- 
terpreting the doctrines of Scripture, is by 
considering them spiritually. This I be- 
lieve to be the case with all the doctrines, 
but it is most especially so as to the one in 
question, since it relates immediately to 
Him, who has been styled, on the highest 
authority of our religion, emphatically " a 
Spirit !'"* But in this there will be no dif- 
ficulty to those whose minds are properly 
habituated to such views; because, though 
we can form no precise notion of things 
purely spiritual, yet we can form a suffi* 
cient one of them for ordinary and popular 
purposes, from what we may conceive ge- 
nerally of the mind as distinct from the 
body: which, indeed, is to us the appro- 

* John iv. 24. 
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priate type, if I may so speak, of the 
Deity. All, therefore, that we have to 
do, is to apply what is said in these pas- 
sages in reference to God, in that point of 
view; and this may be competently done 
by every person of common reflection. 
Conformably then to this plan, when God 
is spoken of under the relation of a Father, 
we must transfer the meaning of the term 
from what it expresses in ordinary hfe to 
the mind. And we must understand it, 
therefore, as signifying such an influence 
on the mifad, as produces or begets in it 
new ideas and a new disposition. This use 
of the term will be better apprehended by 
considering the use of it in this way as ap- 
plied among men. It is in this sense that 
St. Paul applies the term to himself in 
regard to the Corinthians, of whom he de- 
clares himself to have been " the spiritual 
father,''* meaning, as is usually understood 
by those expressions, that he had converted 
them to Christianity. By this means Paul 
was properly the immediate cause or spring 
of their new condition of mind, just as a 

• 1 Cor.iY. 14, 15. 
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father is the source of life to a son born iir 
the natural course of generation. It is 
true that in the figurative use of the term 
it may be applied generally to any thing 
which produces another, but when used in 
regard to men, the appropriate idea con- 
veyed by it is that of influencing and 
guiding the mind. Thus the patriarch 
Joseph, describing the ascendancy which 
he had obtained over the mind of the king 
of Egypt, says, " God hath made me a 
father to Pharaoh and lord of all his house, 
and a ruler throughout all the ^land of 
Egypt.^'* On the same principle of im- 
plying mental direction, the elder prophets 
were addressed by the title of Father, by 
the younger ones, who were called their 
sons. That this title was not used, in this 
case, though it often may be in familiar 
language, merely, as a general term of re- 
spect, may be inferred from the relative 
situation of the elder prophets, who were ex- 
pressly the instructors of theyounger.-f- It is 
still more evident from our Lord's direction 

• Gen. xlv. 8. 
t See Campbell on Gospels, Dissert, vii. p. 2. s. 3. 10. 
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to his disciples,* not to arrogate to them- 
selves the titles of Rabbi, Master, or spi- 
ritual leader and Father. These titles have, 
all clearly, in that place, a reference to the 
power of primarily producing a new con- 
dition of mind. That men might, in a sub- 
ordinate sense, and relatively to Christi- 
anity, take the title of Father, is clear from 
the practice of St. Paul, as just now quoted 
from his first Epistle to the Corinthians. 
And I may add, that it is conformably to 
this limited meaning, that Abraham is pro- 
perly styled the Father of the faithful, or 
of believers in Christ i-f inasmuch as it was 
in consequence of his faith, that the pro- 
mise of the Redeemer was given to him and 
to his seed: so that he is, properly, by 
virtue of the covenant made with him sub- 
ordinately to the Christian dispensation, 
the human source of Christian faith. And, 
accordingly, St. Paul tells the Jewish con- 
verts of Galatia, " If ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according 
to the promise ;% that is, if they had a true 

*Matt. xxiii. 7 — 9, f Rom.iv. 16. 

t Gal. iii. 29. , 
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Christian disposition of mind produced in 
them through the medium of Christian in- 
struction, whereby they might be spiritually 
termed the seed of Christ, they would, con- 
sequently, be, also spiritually, the seed of 
Abraham, and have the same excellency of 
faith with him, and so be entitled to the 
promises made to him. But the subordi- 
nate covenant on which those promises are 
founded, being originally made with him, 
he is properly, though remotely, their spi- 
ritual father. Gn this same notion of 
mental influence, is founded John the Bap- 
tist's reproof of the Pharisees ; " think not,'' 
he observes, *' to say within yourselves, we 
have Abraham to our father : for I say unto 
you, that God is able of these stones to raise 
up children unto Abraham;'' that is, to 
produce, by supernatural means, persons, 
who, through the covenant made with 
Abraham subordinately to the Christian 
dispensation, should attain the same excel- 
lency of faith with him : and which these 
Pharisees not possessing, they could not 
properly call Abraham their father, in that 
sense, though they might in the ordinary 



44 

meaning of the word, as the parent froni 
whom they had descended in the course of 
nature. These passages are sufficient to 
shew the spiritual meaning of the word 
Father, as applied, figuratively, from one 
man to another. Now, it is in a similar^ 
though much higher and more extensive 
sense, than we must apply the term when 
used of God. God, as the maker of the 
world and all its contents, is, properly, the 
Creator of all mankind ; and as having uni- 
versal dominion, is properly, God of all 
men ; but it is of those only who are under 
his direction, whether in a greater or less de- 
gree, that he is properly called the Father. 
Thus we find in the patriarchal history, that 
good men, persons acting generall}^ though 
imperfectly, from a principle of obedience 
to God, are styled " sons of God,'' to dis- 
tinguish them from the wicked, persons 
acting in disregard of that principle, who 
are called ** sons of men :'' as the descend- 
ants of Seth are named in opposition to the 
race of Cain. For this, according to the 
best interpreters, is the meaning of the text, 
^* The sons of God saw the daughters of 
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men ;""* and which interpretation is sup- 
ported by a comparison with Gen. iv. 36. 
where the historian, speaking of the family 
of Seth, says, '' Then began men to call 
upon the name of the Lord \' or, as in the 
margin, " to call themselves by the name 
of the Lord/' It is, I apprehend, in the 
same sense that Adam is, figuratively, 
termed a son of God;-f' as acting, previ- 
ously to the fall, from a principle of obe- 
dience. But it is from the Jewish and 
Christian Revelations that the proper mean- 
ing of the phrase will best be seen. Now, 
we find that the Jewish nation is spoken of, 
collectively, as the '* Son of God \' as in 
Exodus iv. 22, "Thus saith the Lord, 
Israel is my son \' and again, in the pio- 
phecy of Hosea, xi. 1. " When IsraeLwas a 
child thenlloved him, and called my son out 
of Egypt.'' They were so called, because, 
through the Mosaic Institution, they were 
under the divine government. And in the 
Christian dispensation, we find that the 
phrase is applied to Christians on the same 
principle, of being under Divine control. 

♦ Gen. vi. 2. t Luke iii. 38. 
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Thus, St. John says, " Behold what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called (the) sons of God ! 
therefore the world knoweth us not, because 
it knew him not/'* From the latter part 
of which passage it is clear, that the phrase 
of being a son of God has reference to sub- 
mission to the divine authority; for the 
true meaning of the phrases of not knowing 
us, and not knowing God, must be the not 
acknowledging of the principles which we 
profess to be governed by, and which ema- 
nate from God. Conformably to this re- 
presentation, the term Father is, in both 
dispensations, used with regard to God 
under this allusion. Thus in the pfophecy 
of Jeremiah, God is described as speaking 
of the repentance which would be mani- 
fested by the Israelites at the time of their 
restoration, in these words, " They shall 
come with weeping, and with supplications 
will I lead them ; I will cause them to walk 
by the rivers of waters in a straight way, 

• 1 John Hi. 1. The original word, in the text, which we 
translate *' sons/' means properly children ; or, sons in an in« 
fantine state. 
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wherein they shall not stumble, for I am a 
Father to Israel/^* And, again, in the 
prophecy of Malachi; God, speaking of 
the undutifulness of the IsraeUtes, says, 
" If then I be a Father, where is mine ho- 
nour ?''-f But, whereJas in the Jewish dis- 
pensation God is spoken of as the Father 
of the Israehtes collectively, in the Chris- 
tian, he is to be regarded as the Father of 
every Christian individually. The reason 
of this special application of the term will 
appear, when we consider the divine desig- 
nation of " the Holy Spirit ;*' since, it is 
upon the special spiritual influence attached 
to our dispensation, that this peculiar ap- 
plication of the term is founded.J But 
what we are at present concerned with is, 
merely, to shew that the term Father, as 
used in reference to God, implies mental 
direction. Thus St. Paul, contrasting the 
Christian's voluntary obedience to God 
with the slavish submission of the Jew to 
his Law, says, " As many as are led by the 
Spirit of (rather hy a disposition of mind 
from) God, they are the sons of God. For 
ye have not received the spirit of (a di^^ 

♦ Jer. xxi. 9. f Mai. i, 6. % See p. 147. 
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sition of mind derive^from moral) bondage, 
again, to fear; but ye have received the 
spirit of (a disposition of mind derived from) 
adoption (as sons )jV^hevehy we cry Abba, 
Father/'* And to the same purport he 
says to the Galatian Christians, " Because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the spirit 
of (rather J the disposition of mind derived 
from) his Son into your hearts, crying, (or^ 
leading you to cry) Abba, Father/'-f- In 
truth, if this sense of the word be kept in 
mind, it will throw a clear light on all the 
passages in the New Testament in which 
it is used of God. And in confirmation 
of this sense, we may take the direction 
which our Lord has given respecting the 

* Rom.viii. 14, 15. The whole passage might be thus pa- 
raphrased conformably to the context, *' As many as are led 
by a disposition of mind derived from God, the same are sons 
of God. And such you naturally are, for you have not re- 
ceived again in the Christian dispensation, as you did in the 
Jewish, a disposition of mind arising from bondage to a set 
of positive enactments, with a view to a fear of God, but you 
have received a disposition of mind arising from adoption as 
children of God, in which disposition of mind, naturally look- 
ing up to God for direction, as children to a parent, we cry ta 
him in our devotions by the title of Abba, Father. 

t Gal. iv. 6. 
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application of the term to God only, in 
Matt, xxiii. 9- But to understand this pas- 
sage rightly, it will be best to recur to the 
original, and to consider it in connexion 
with the whole of the paragraph. In our 
translation it is, " And call no man your 
father upon the earth; for one is your 
Father which is in heaven'" — but the words 
literally rendered are, " And father call not 
your's upon the earth ; for one is your 
Father, the Father in heaven.'' That our 
Lord here alludes to mental direction as 
implied in the term father, appears from 
the preceding verses. It is clear from 
the first six verses of the paragraph with 
which the chapter begins, that our Lord 
is speaking of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
as claiming to be spiritual instructors. 
And having in v. 7* noticed their fondness 
to be saluted by the title of Rabbi, as ex- 
pressive of a superior knowledge of the 
Divine Law, entithng them to direct the 
mind and conduct of others, he in v. 8. says 
to his disciples, " But be not ye called 
Rabbi: for one is your Master (literally 
leader) even Christ (or the Messiah)^ and 

£ 
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all ye are brethren/- It wiM be observed, 

that our Lord does not here, as in the 

former verse, reduplicate the term Rabbi ; 

and therefore, he must be understood to 

prohibit, not as in the former verse, merely, 

the ostentatious application of it, but the 

use of it, at alL Now, as our Lord cannot 

be supposed to condemn the ordinary use 

of the term, as employed by the Jews to 

signify a teacher of the Mosaic Law, we 

must regard the injunction, according to 

our Lord's usual method of teaching by 

obscure hints, as an intimation of the new 

dispensation under him, when the literal 

use of the term would of course cease : and 

as therein he would be equally the spiritual 

guide of all his disciples, they would all, as 

such, stand in an equal relation to himself, 

and to each other; or in other words, as an 

intimation that the Jewish Law wais now to 

be set aside, and that Christ was to be 

henceforward, equally to them all, their 

leader or guide- to the divine Taw. And, 

then tod^g^f^ theiT thoughts to God, as 

the author of that law, ^^ therefore, their 

true and proper menikrOTreetor, out Lord 
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adds, in the next verse just now quoted, 
" and father cat! not your's upon the eairth ; 
for one is yoiir Father, the Father in 
heaven,^'— or, if we supply the ellipsis, and 
place the words in the regular order, it 
would be, '^call not your father upon the 
earth, father : for one is yoiir Father, the 
Father in Heaven/' Now, the phrase of 
"a father upon the earth,'^ mtist here' sig- 
nify either, a natural father,* or else a spiri* 
tual instructor, to whom it waS usual to 
give that title, as being apparently, the 
source of the knowledge imparted. To this 
latter sense of the phrase, the whole con- 
text points. And the purport of bur Lord's 
injunction, then is, — regard hot' yout hu- 
man spiritual instructor as the source of 
the Divine Law, for he who is properly so, 
is the one Heavenly Being who is the Au- 
thor of it. That the term father, might, in 
a subordinate sense, be used of a Christiah 
instructor is clear from St. Paul's applica- 
tion of it to hiriiself, ias before noticed, but 
it is equally sofroift the ^l?cls of the pf6- 
hibition itself: not indeed, as they appear 
in our commoif version, which is hardly 

E 2 
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reconcilable with St Paul's practice, but, 
clearly so, if we take them according to 
the literal and more exact rendering which 
I have given of the passage. Because by 
this, the term Father is actually used of a 
human spiritual instructor, styled " your 
father upon the earth \' and therefore, it 
is obvious that our Lord's design was, 
solely to restrain his disciples from the ap- 
plication of it to men in the highest sense : 
and this, with a view to leading them to 
think of God as the true source of spiritual 
knowledge. We may observe further, that 
in this sense, our Lord appears to disclaim 
the title even for himself, if given with an 
exclusive reference to his human character: 
And this he would do conformably with his 
declaration, " My doctrine is not mine, but 
his that sent me/'* As, however, " he spake 
as never man spake,'' he claims a distinc- 
tion for himself, in respect of his divine 
union ; and so he adds in v. 10. " neither 
be ye called masters (spiritual leaders) for 
one is your Master (spiritual leader) even 
Christ, or the Messiah.'' Some persons, 

* John vii. 16. 
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from not rightly attending to the drift of 
our Lord's discourse, have supposed this to 
be, merely a repetition of what is said in 
V. 8 ; whereas, it is a necessary assertion of 
his superiority as a teacher in immediate 
union with God, On the whole, the course 
of our Lord's remarks is this ; in v. 8. he inti- 
mates that the Jewish dispensation and the 
teaching of the Rabbin were now to end, 
and that the Messiah was to be their future 
spiritual leader ; in v. 9- he declares God to 
be the true source of all spiritual instruc- 
tion; but then, in v. 10. he claims for him- 
self the first rank as an instructor under 
God. And, in order to repress in his mi- 
nisters, all assumption of undue control 
over the minds of those whom they teach, 
he subjoins, in v. 11. this remark, " but he 
that is greatest among you, shall be your 
servant.'' Where, that the expression, " he 
that is greatest among you," alludes to a 
Christian minister, is clear, both from the 
connexion which relates to the subject of 
teaching, and, also, from the circumstance, 
that the power of instruction is the most 
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natural ground for ckuroing Superiority in 
a spiritual dispensation^ as is the Christian. 
And, it is in conformity with this declara- 
tion of our Lord, that St. Paul speaks of 
himself and his colleagues in regard to the 
Corinthians, where he says to theiii, " Not 
that we have dominion over your faith, but 
are helpers of your joy/'* Our Lord then 
adds in v. 12, a general enforcement of 
humility on all persons, " And whosoever 
shall exalt himself shall be abased, and he 
that shall humble himself shall be exalted :'* 
where the allusion is, primarily, to spiritual 
pride, but, subordinately, to every other 
species of it. This connected explanatioti 
of the whole paragraph, I have given as the 
Ijest means of shewing the meaning of the 
term Father as applied to God in v. 9^ 
which is our injoiediate concern. And, I 
think, it must be clear from this cdhnected 
view, that its proper allusion, in this place,; 
is to spiritual direction ♦ It is used in 
the same sense in our Lord*s Prayer. And, 
now, from all these passages I think thht it 

* 2 Cor. i. 24. 
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is sufSoiendy evident that this is its true 
and appropriate meaning; 'But we must 
observe, in conclusion, and in review of 
this part of the inquiry, that the term is 
thus applied to God in three different ways; 
First, ias he is the- Father, generally, of all 
good men, since it is he, and he only, who 
puts good thoi^ghts into the mind; Se- 
coridlyi as he was the Father of the Jewish 
nation collectively, who were properly un- 
der divine government and peculiar pro- 
tection ; and. Thirdly, in a more especial 
sense, as through the medium of Christ, he 
influences the minds of Christians : as will 
appear presently, when we treat of the 
designation of God as " the Holy Spirit/' 
Thus much far the meaning of the word 
Fath^a 

Let us now proceed, and consider the 
principaV passages in which God is spoken 
of as^ Son. It should be observed, that 
tte term Son can be applied to God, only 
through the meditim of the divinely insti- 
tuted scheme of redemption by Jesus 
Christ; and, therefore, whenever so ap- 
plied„ its immediate aqd direct reference 
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must be to our Saviour Christ. In order 
then to ascertain, in what sense God is to 
be considered as a Son, it will be requisite 
to inquire into the exact meaning of the 
two titles ascribed to our Lord in the Scrip- 
tures ; viz. that of " The Son of God/' and 
that of " The Son of Man/' According 
to the common interpretation, the title of 
**The Son of God,*' describes our Lord as 
having been, from all eternity, in the essence 
of the Godhead ; and that of " The Son of 
Man/' is descriptive of his human nature. 
But, though this is the ordinary sense affixed 
to these phrases, and that which had obtained 
probably in very early times, yet we find 
that by later writers, and these of the high- 
est repute for learning and sound religious 
principles, a different meaning is given to 
them. Parkhurst, in his Greek Lexicon, 
remarks thus on the title of " The only-be- 
gotten Son of God," as applied to Christ. 
" Though I am not ignorant how strenuously 
some great and good men have insisted, 
that this term relates to the divinity or di- 
vine nature in Christ, yet truth obliges me 
to declare, that I apprehend it strictly and 



57 

properly refers to his humanity^ which, as it 
was begotten of God^ was therefore the Son 
of God ; and as no other man was thus be- 
gotten, was the only-hegotten Son of God/'* 
And in a note he refers to Bishop Pearce 
on John i. 14, who explains the only^-hegotten 
of the Father^ by the only-begotten Son of the 
Father ; adding, no man was ever born into 
the world as Jesus was, according to Matt, 
i. 20. Luke i. 35. — Of these titles Bishop 
Horsley thus speaks, " * Son of God' is a 
title that belongs to our Lord in his human 
character, describing him as that man who 
became the Son of God by union with the 
Godhead ; as * Son of Man,' on the con- 
trary, is a title which belongs to the 
Eternal Word, describing that person of 
the Godhead who was made man by unit- 
ing himself to the Man Jesus.^f And 
again he says, "«The Son of Man,' and 
'The Son of God,' are distinct titles of the 
Messiah. The title of ' The Son of Man' 
belongs to him as God the Son ; the title of 

* See Parkhursty Greek Lexicon, under the word Movoyiytf^ 
2nd sense. 

t Horsley's Sermon ix. 
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*The -Son of God' belongs to:bim as man; 
The former characterises him as that one 
of the three persons of the ever-blessed 
Trinity which was made man ; the other 
characterises him as that man which was 
united to the Godhead.^* That these 
writers entertained the ordinary notion on 
the subject of the Trinity, as relating to the 
essential nature of God, there is no reason 
to doubt. But it is clear from the above 
passages, that they had in some measure, 
given up the proofs usually adduced for 
that view of the subject, which proceeds 
on the supposition, that the phrase of ^vThe 
Son of God,^' is applicable to our Lord as 
being originally the second person of the 
Godhead, The evidence for that view of 
the doctrine, must in their minds, have 
been founded on indirect inferences from 
some general esjpres&ions of Scripture, and 
from the supposed tenor of the whole of the 
Christian scheme. But whether it can 
justly be so deduced, may be questioned. 
I am rather inclined to regard these inci- 
dental observations, thus occurring in these 

* Hoxsley's Sermon xiii. 
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cdebrated writers^ as the natural overflow- • 
ing. of their minds in the course of their re^ 
ligio.us study and meditation ; and which, 
they thus threw off, without considering 
the effect which it might have on the re- 
ceived notion of the doctrine. They are, 
as I hate before observed, instances that 
these Writers had advanced, in divine know- 
ledge, beyond the ordinary condition of 
their contemporaries, though they seem 
not to have pursued their notions to their 
full extent. Probably, if they had, they 
would have. found it necessary to aban- 
don the common view of the subject.* But, 

^ It is a singular fact, that ooe of the passages in Bishop 
Hc^idey^s Sermons, containing this pecAli^r explanatioAibf the 
two titles, is extracted in a note to the Family Bible of the 
Society] for Promoting Christian Knowledge (See note at 
Matt, xri, 16.,%nd Horsley on Matt. xvi. 18, 19. Serm. xiii.;) 
and that op comparing the note with the original, it is found 
that Bp. Horsley's exf^anatioti of these Titles is, in the note, 
directly reversed. Now, the natural conclusion from this is, 
that in the opinion of the compilers of the note, the editors, 
and revisers, and it may be added^ of the readers, there would 
have been a discrepancy in the first and latter part of the pas- 
sage, if the Bishop's explanation of the titles had not been 
changed. Which shews, at least, their conviction^ that his 
explanation of them does not lead to the common notion on 
th^ subject. 
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as they have retained it, their expla^ 
nations of the doctrine are not such as 
would be consistent with the view which I 
have proposed to take. Nevertheless, I 
deem the expositions which they have given 
of these two titles to be very useful hints, 
and which, if duly considered, will lead to 
a just explication of the subject. With re- 
gard, indeed, to the observations of Park- 
hurst, nothing more can be drawn from them 
than the general fact, that the title of "The 
Son of God"' relates, in strictness, not to 
the divine but to the human nature of our 
Lord. For as to his notion, that it de- 
scribes, merely the peculiar mode of our 
Lord's birth, I must judge it to be errone- 
ous, on the ground before stated, that the 
right way of considering the scriptural doc- 
trines, is to interpret them spiritually. But 
yet, the opinion of this much respected 
writer, that the phrase is used, in Scripture, 
strictly and properly in reference to our 
Lord's humanity, is an important circum- 
stance; because, deficient as he may be 
supposed to have been as a critic in other 
respects, it will not be denied that he was 
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a most diligent and impartial collator of 
Scripture: which would fully qualify him 
to be a judge of this point. The exposition 
given of the titles by Bp. Horsley, seems 
to be nearer to the truth. His explanation 
of that of" The Son of God/' as describing 
our Lord " as that man who became the 
Son of God by union with the Godhead/' 
I apprehend is altogether just. As to the 
explanation of the other title, that of, " The 
Son of Man,'* I believe it to be accurate 
as far as it asserts, that this title relates to 
the assumption, in a certain sense, of the 
human nature by the divine; but as it pro- 
ceeds on the supposition of the existence of 
three persons in the Divine Essence, I con- 
ceive it to be wrong. And, I cannot but 
think that the explanation was given by 
Bp. Horsley in that way, solely, from his 
having, previously, had in his mind that 
established view of the subject: for I be- 
lieve, that no one has ever pretended that 
the phrase of "The Son of Man,'' as it is 
used in Scripture, affords by itself any 
ground for that particular notion. On the 
whole then, the chief use which I would 



6t 

make of the eKposations giYca^ by theser 
emioent critics, is, to avail myself 6f the 
weight of their opinioqs, that the titles in 
question as applie4 to our Lord, express not 
what they are commonly {supposed to do, 
but directly the reverse; that is, that the 
title of ^* The Son of God,^ is descriptive of 
the human nature, and that of*^*The Scto 
of Man,'' of the divine. I do not, hoWeviBr, 
adopt the explanation altogether, as I thiek 
that ther^ is an inaccuracy in thus sepai^at- 
ing the divine and human natures in the 
person of our Lord. Strictly speaking, if 
the two natures were united in his person, 
either of the titles, as applied to hirii, must 
cotfCHin a reterCTioe to both the natures. 
But yet, there seerhs to b6 this distinction, 
that though each of the titles equally refers 
to both natures, 3^t, in each case, respec- 
tively, there is a leading allusion to eneor 
the other. In this way, then,* I apprehend 
that the phrase of <^The Son of God,''-re- 
lates to the human nature made divine, ftnd 
that of ^« The Son of Man, ''^ to the divine 
nature made, in a certain sensfe, human. 
This will appear ta be the case by consider- 
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ing iBe implication of these terms, to our 
Lordi Let es, then, firs t, take the title of 
"Son of God/' as it occurs in the angel 
Gabriers announcement of the miraculous 
conception, as related by St, Luke i. 
26 — 38. "And in the sixth month, the 
anged Gabriel Was sent from God unto a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth^ to a vir- 
gin espoused to a man whose liame was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and thei 
virgin's name W(3S Mary. And the angel 
came in unto her ,^^ and said, Hail, ihou that 
art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women. And when 
she saw him^ she was troubled at his saty- 
ing, and cast in her mind wlmt mannilr of 
salutation this should be. And the angel 
said unto her. Fear not, Mary : for thou hast 
found favour with God. And behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.^ 
He shall be great, and shall be called (the)^ 
Son of the Highest: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David. And he shall reign aver the house 
of Jacob for- ever; and of his i kingdom 
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there shall be no end. Then said Mary 
unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I 
know not a man ? And the angel answered 
and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee ; therefore, 
also, that holy thing, which shall be born 
of thee shall be called (the) Son of God. 
And, behold, thy cousin Elizabeth, she 
hath also conceived a son in her old age : 
and this is the sixth month with her who 
was called barren. For with God nothing 
shall be impossible. And Mary said. Be- 
hold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word. And the 
angdl departed from her.'' Now, on the 
face of this narrative, it must be admitted 
that the primary subject on which the 
angel's message turns, is the birth of a 
human being. This is clear from the 
opening of his address to Mary, in expla- 
nation of his salutation. The first thing 
that he states to her is, that she should 
bear a son, " Behold, thou shalt conceive 
in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name Jesus." He then states 
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the future greatness of this son, specifying, 
as the two particulars of which it should 
consist, first, that he should be called (the) 
Son of the Highest, or (the) Son of God ; se- 
condly, that he should inherit permanently 
the throne of his ancestor David, which 
should be enlarged to an unlimited extent; 
— " he shall be great, and shall be called 
(the) Son of the Highest : and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David. And he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever ; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end {rather 
limit)/' Now there is nothing in the terms 
of this prediction, interpreted according to 
the established notions of that time, to indi- 
cate that this fruit of Mary's womb should 
be other than a human being; though, cer- 
tainly, one under peculiar circumstances, 
as the term "great"' applied to him de- 
notes, and which is explained by what fol- 
lows. Let us consider each of the parts of 
the prediction separately. First, as to the 
title of ** Son of God." This, it has been 
already shewn, was often used of men. 
And used, as it is here, in the original, 

F 
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without the article, there is no ground for 
giving it any peculiar and emphatic mean- 
ing. There is certainly none whatever for 
supposing that it was intended as a desig- 
nation of the Deity, nor could it havq been 
so understood by Mary. Nor yet, indeed, 
could it have been intended even to de- 
scribe our Lord as the Messiah, or have 
been at the time so understood. For to 
suppose such an open declaration of that 
fact, is hardly consistent with the little 
expectation that his mother Mary and 
Joseph seemed to have formed of him; 
for, when at the age of twelve years he re- 
mained behind them at Jerusalem dispute 
ing^ith the Jewish doctors, they appear 
to have been as much amazed at him as 
any who heard him; and when he told them 
that he was about his Father's business, 
" they understood not the saying.^'* More- 
over, it is inconsistent with our Lord's in- 
junction at different times afterward, to 
keep secret the circumstance of his being 
the Messiah; which in that case would 
have been useless. It is true, that the title 

♦ Luke ii. 42—50. 
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used specificallj with the artide, that is, 
the phrase "The Soq of God/' was after, 
ward applied to our Lord as the Messiah. 
But the way in which that came to be 
done, I apprehend, was this The phrase 
Son of God^ without any article, signi- 
fies, in a general sense, a righteous per- 
son; but used with the article, definitely, 
it signifies the peculiar and perfect right-, 
eousness of our Lord's character, by which 
he was distinguished from all other men : 
and in that sense it was afterwards spe- 
cially and exclusively applied to him. 
I am inclined therefore to consider the 
phrase " Son of God*' in this place, as it 
appears in the original, as a general, id ti- 
mation of the righteousness of our Lord's 
character, and not as a personal title.* In 

* Our translation, as I think, does not sufficiently distin- 
guish when the definite article is omitted in tlie original text. 
Though the use of the Greek article, and the omission of it 
may be said to answer, in some general way, to. our English 
definite and indefinite articles, yet by i^o means as a Bxed 
rule; and rery frequently, whether the article be used or 
omitted, the exact meaning can be ^termined only by the 
context. With regard to the use in English of the term Son, 
without any article as a general description of character, we 
have an instance of this in our translation of the Old Testa- 

F 2 
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the next place, as to the other part of the 
prediction ; the succession to the throne of 
David, of whom Mary was the lineal de- 
scendant, was sufficiently within the esta- 
blished course of events, not to be thought 
improbable. It will be admitted, indeed, 
that the natural interpretation of this part 

menty ** Now, the sons of Eli were sons of Belial/' 1 Sam. 
ii. xii. And that the phrase '* Son of God" might be used to 
describe general righteousness of character, is evident from 
the exclamation of the Centurion at the close of our Lord's 
crucifixion. For in St. Matthew's account, the exclamation, 
literally rendered, is, *' Truly this was (the) a son of God (or 
rather of a god according to his notions as a heathen) ; and 
in the parallel place of St. Luke, it is *' Certainly this was a 
righteous man." This gradual application of a general term 
specially to our Lord, was done as to the two names of Jesus 
and Christ, the first of which signifies in general a Saviour ; 
in which sense it might, in a limited degree, be applied to a 
temporal deliverer, whence is derived the name of Joshua, 
who is called Jesus in Heb. iv. 8. — and that of Christ signi- 
fies, originally, *' anointed;" and so was used literally and 
figuratively of many different persons in peculiar and conse- 
crated circumstances. But both these terms were afterward 
understood in a special sense of our Lord. Our translators, 
from a praiseworthy anxiety to pay the utmost honour, at all 
times, to our Lord, seem to have been fearful of expressing 
themselves, only, according to the plan which has been 
adopted by God of imparting divine knowledge gradually : 
and so have often made their translation less clear by anti- 
cipations in this respect. .... 
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of the Angel's prediction, would be to refer 
these expressions to the long-expected 
Messiah, and most probably Mary so un- 
derstood them ; though she would do this, 
rather, on the ground of hope than of cer- 
tain assurance. But, even in that case, 
there would be no reason to suppose them 
to indicate any other than a human prince : 
for, certainly in Jewish estimation, such the 
Messiah was expected to be. Nor would 
the permanency and unlimited extent of 
the promised kingdom, understood as that 
of the Messiah, indicate according to 
Jewish notions, that the possessor was to 
be other than a human being. Mary's 
question to the Angel in reference to this 
prediction, " How shall this be, seeing I 
know not a man?" if taken literally, would 
imply that she expected the birth to be 
altogether in the ordinary course of nature; 
but as she was betrothed to a husband, it 
should be considered, rather, as a distant 
and modest inquiry, whether the birth was 
to take place in an ordinary or in a super- 
natural manner. But it implies not that 
she expected that, that which was to be 



70 

born of her would b6 any other than a 
human being. At the same time, she does 
not appear to have turned her mind^ par- 
ticularly, to the consideration of that point ; 
the chief, aind apparently, sole object of her 
thoughts being the mode of the birth. The 
AngeFs reply merits the greatest attention, 
as it will be foupd, if I mistake not, to con- 
tain in it more than it is usually supposed 
to do. The common notion is, that its 
purport is merely to announce the fact of 
a miraculous conception, and that the ex- 
pressions, " The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee/' and ** the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee,*' are only different 
ways of expressing the same thing. But, 
certainly, such useless repetition is unusual 
in the Scriptures, o^, indeed, in any accu- 
rate writings. I apprehend, rather, that 
the reply is, properly, divisible into two 
parts. In the first, the Angel explains to 
her the mode of the birth, and in the second, 
the peculiar circumstances in the nature of 
the being who was to proceed from her. 
Let us now see whether this be not so. 
Mary's observation ji^, " How shall this be. 
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seeing that I know^ot a man Y* in answer 
to which, the Angel says to her, "The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee." This I take 
to be the first division of his reply, and 
that it is intended as a direct and full 
answer to her question; for I believe its 
meaning to be, that the Divine inten- 
tion,* in this respect, would take effect 
upon her.-f- This would sufficiently indi- 
c?ite to her that her conception was to 
be miraculous, and the result solely of the 
Divine will, without the intervention of any 
secondary means. And, accustomed as 
she was to pious meditation, she would na- 
turally be led by it to think of Isaiah's pre- 
diction of the Messiah's birth in these 
words, addressed to the house of David, 
" Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son/'J This reference would serve both 
to illustrate and confirm the Angel's com- 
munication. But the Angel having thus 

• The Holy Ghost or Spirit, here signifies the Holy or 
Divine mind. See the explanation of the phrase, in p. 144,. 
et seq. 

t For a similar meaning of the phrase "come upon thee,** 
compare 1 Sam.- ii. 34. 

t Isaiah vii..l4. 
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satisfied her respecting the mode of the 
birth, which was the immediate object of 
her inquiry, goes on, in the next place, to 
explain to her the peculiar ciscumstances 
in the nature of the being who was to pro- 
ceed from her. This forms the second 
division of his reply, and, accordingly, he 
adds, "and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee; therefore, also {or it 
might he rendered^ and for which reason) that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall 
be called (the) Son of God/' Now, that 
the expressions " the power of the Highest 
shall . overshadow thee," contain an addi- 
tional communication, appears from the in- 
ference that is drawn; "and for which 
reason, that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee, shall be called (the) Son of God/' 
For as God is a Spirit, the phrase ** Son of 
God,'' must be taken in a spiritual sense, 
as relating to the mind. Now, as far as 
Jesus was produced of the Virgin, he was 
as to both mind and body, merely, the 
creature of God's will. God had before 
said, by the mouth of his holy prophet 
Isaiah, that a virgin of the House of David 
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should conceive, and he had declared by 
his Angel Gabriel that Mary should be the 
person in whom that prophecy should take 
effect, and accordingly she conceived. If 
it was from the single circumstance of the 
miraculous conception, that the Angel 
styled Jesus " Son of God,*' then the title 
might be applied, in the same sense, to 
John the Baptist, whose birth must be con- 
sidered as equally miraculous.* Indeed, it 
is observable, that the Angel himself ad- 
duces to Mary this very case of the preg- 
nant condition of her cousin Ehzabeth, as 
a proof of the possibility of her own mira- 
culous conception ; thereby placing both 
the events on the same footing. For he 
says to her, " behold thy cousin Elizabeth, 
she hath also conceived a son in her old 
age : and this is the sixth month with her 
who was called barren. For with God 
nothing shall be impossible/' or, perhaps, 
rather — every wor3 {spoken) conformably 

* Our Lord, speaking of John, said, ** Among them that are 
born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the 
Baptist" The natural inference from which is, that, as far 
as our Lord was produced of the Virgin, he was not superior 
to John. 
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to (the mil of) God shall be possible. But 
if we understand the phrase ** Son of God'* 
as expressive of Divine influence on the 
mind, it then has an appropriate meaning; 
and describes Jesus, generally, according 
to the explanations before given, as a hu- 
man being under a sense of obedience to 
the will of God. And with the inference 
thus explained, the expressions in the pre- 
vious statement fully agree. For what are 
tfeese expressions? "the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee.'' Now, 
" the power of the Highest'' must mean the 
power of that Supreme Being with whom, 
merely to express his will, is to perform ; 
that is, the Divine intellectual power. This 
power, it is said, should overshadow the 
mother of Jesus, or cover her as with a 
cloud. And, upon the principle of ex- 
plaining things spiritual by things natural 
(which is the Scriptural one), I see not what 
more suitable terms cojilld have been used 
for expressing the Divine influence which 
was about to operate on the mind of her 
futiire offspring. If it should be thought 
to be an objection to this explanation of 
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the Angel's reply, that Mary's previous 
question to him contains no reference to 
this point, it may be considered that if she 
understood the phrase "Son of the Highest'' 
as it was usually applied to men, merely, 
as a general description of character, there 
was no reason for her to niake any inquiry 
about it. But even, if she thought that 
something more than ordinary was implied 
by the expressions, the natural reserve of 
her character would induce her to confine 
her inquiry to the circumstance of the 
birth, which, as it so immediately con« 
cemed herself, it was in some measure ne- 
cessary for her to know, and to leave the 
future destiny of her child to the will and 
pleasure of God. It is in conformity with 
this sentiment, that, as soon as the Angel 
had satisfied her that her conception was 
to be miraculous, she expresses her entire 
submission to the Divine will. " And Mary 
said. Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 
be it unto me according to thy word." 

It may be observed further, with regard 
to this phrase, " the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee," that it serves to 
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distinguish the birth of our Lord from that 
of the Baptist, which, as before noticed, 
the mere circumstance of a miraculous 
conception would not do. But by these 
expressions, I apprehend, it is declared 
that our Lord was free from the hereditary 
taint of our nature, but which attached to 
the Baptist, as it does to all other descen- 
dants from Adam. It should be remem- 
bered that Christ was himself a second 
Adam.* His mind was created anew. As 
man, indeed, he was born of the Virgin by 
the will of God. But then the distinction in 
his case was, that his mind was taken into 
union with the Divine: whereby it came to 
pass, that, as we read, "Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature (perhaps age) and in 
favour with God and nian,''-f' or, rather, in 
good disposition in relation to God and 
man ; that is, the good disposition of his 
mind, in these respects, advanced gradually, 
or, rather, was developed through the Di- 
vine union, with the increase of his years 
and of his mental powers. 

I have gone thus minutely through the 

♦ 1 Cor. XV. 46. t Luke ii. 52. 
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whole of this passage, as it is the onlj'^ one 
in Scripture which gives a direct explana- 
tion of the phrase " Son of God/' as ap- 
plied to our Lord, From all which it must 
be seen, that the proper meaning of the 
phrase is to describe our Lord, not as 
having been originally God, but, as a 
human being entirely under divine influ- 
ence. I am aware that this passage would 
not be produced by those who suppose the 
doctrine of the Trinity to relate to the 
Divine Essence, as a proof of their asser- 
tion of our Lord's being the second person 
in that Essence; but then it should be re- 
menibered, that, that view of the doctrine 
rests entirely on the supposition that the 
phrase can be so interpreted. It is a ma- 
terial circumstance, therefore, against that 
view, that the only direct explanation that 
we have of the phrase from. Scripture, gives 
it no countenance whatever. 

There is another passage, which, though 
not professedly an explanation of the 
phrase, shews plainly, by the circumstances 
under which the phrase is used in it, that 
the phrase is to be, in like manner, under- 
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stood spiritually of our Lord, as a human 
being. The consideration of it will both 
confirm and more fully illustrate the expla- 
nations which have been already given. It 
occurs in Acts xiii. 33, where St. Paul 
quotes these words of the second Psalm, 
" Thou art my Son, this day have I begot- 
ten thee'^ (which in the psalm, are spoken 
by God and addressed to Christ), as a 
prophecy of our Lord's resurrection. The 
whole passage stands thus, " We declare 
unto you glad tidings, how that the promise 
(of a Saviour) which was made unto the 
fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto 
us their children, in that he hath raised up 
Jesus again; as it is also written in the 
second psalm, * Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee/'' Now, it is quite 
clear from this app))ication of the passage 
by St. Paul, that the phrase *' Son of God,'" 
is used, in this instance also, of Jesus as a 
human being; for in that respect only, 
could the circumstance of a resurrection be 
applicable to him. It is further evident, 
that it must be understood spiritually. This 
appears from the use of the word " begot- 
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ten/' which should be particularly attended 
to. As to the supposition, that this figurative 
expression is to be understood in the general 
sense of " produced/' it may be observed 
that such a vague use of terms is incon- 
sistent with the usual accuracy of the Scrip- 
tures. For though, as I have before said, 
the spiritual doctrines of the Gospel are 
therein delivered to us, figuratively, in terms 
taken from images and notions in nature 
and real life, yet those terms, to be rightly 
understood, must be received by us in a 
spiritual sense, as relating to the mind; 
and moreover, while so applying them, we 
should give them as precise and appropriate 
a sense as possible. It is from the want of 
due attention to these circumstances, that 
we meet with so much lax interpretation 
of the Scriptures. In the present case, con- 
formably to what has been said of the term 
Father, when applied to God, it will be right 

to understand the word ** begotten'* as 
expressing divine influence on the mind ; 
and this very justly, since the resurrection 
of our Lord was, in the strictest sense, an 
event wholly spiritual. It is true, that he 
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appeared after his resurrection, clothed with 
his crucified body. This was necessary 
for the purpose of evincing his identity. 
But, assuredly, a material body could form 
no essential part of the glorified Saviour. 
It is true, also, that when our Lord ascended 
visibly toward heaven in the presence of his 
Apostles, be was, as we may conclude, 
clothed with the same human body. The 
reason for this, I humbly apprehend, was 
to signify openly the future exaltation of 
the human nature, by an emblematic repre- 
sentation of the fact in the person of our 
blessed Lord as our Head. But, that the 
resurrection of our Lord was, properly, a 
matter distinct from the re-assumption of 
his crucified body, may be inferred from 
what St. Paul says, in his first Epistle to 
the Corinthians, of the resurrection- of 
Christians ; who, we read, are to be clothed 
with spiritual bodies.* And we are further 
told, that our blessed Lord, at his second 
coming, •* shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body.'^-f- Moreover, that our Lord's resur- 

• 1 Cor. XV.' 44. tPhil-iii. 21. 
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rection was a matter purely spiritual, is ex- 
pressly asserted in 1 Pet. iii. 18; though 
this appears not so clearly in our version, 
as ill the original. The translation in our 
Bible is, ** for Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit." 
But it is the opinion of Bishop Horsley* 
and other able commentators, in which opi- 
nion I concur, that the original words, trans- 
lated " by the Spirit,'' would be better ren- 
dered " in spirit'* or " spiritually," so as to 
form an antithesis to the phrase '* in the 
flesh" in the former clause. . I think the 
passage literally rendered would be thus : 
" Because even Christ once suffered in the 
matter of sins {committed by others) a just 
person for unjust ones ; in order that he 
may lead us forward to God, being (accord- 
ingltf) put to death indeed in (the) body, 
but made alive in (the) spirit."! I think 

* See Sermon xx. 
t It will be seen, that though I agree with the commentators 
before-mentionedy in rendering the last part ofthis clause, " in 
spirit;" yet that I have retained the sense, as to the word 

G 
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then we may not improperly conclude, that 
the phrase of " Son of Grod/' as applied to 
our Lord at his birth as recorded by St. 
Luke, and as again applied to him at his 
resurrection in the passage of the Acts 
under consideration, is, in both cases, a de^ 
signation of him as a human being under 
divine influence. But, it will here be proper 
to inquire, in what sense he is, in this.p^s^ 
age, again spoken of as " the Son of God ;'" 
because, certainly, the preciseness^ of the 
expressions " this day have I begotten thce^-' 
naturally intimates a pecuhar meanings 
Of this we have no direct explanation in 
Scripture, nor have we reason to expecC 

** qaickened/' in our translation, which those expositors^ W6tM, 
make to be, '^ remaining alive." The meaning, <^ qnickeDied/' 
is certainly the most natural rendering of the original word; 
and the change which these expositors thus found themselves 
Qbder the necessity of raakitig) forms the strongest atgunfU^t 
against their interpretation. But |his necessity, I.concehrei 
arose solely from their being pressed by the received notion 
■"especting the Trinity. I may here add, that I do not concur 
in Bishop Horsley's exposition of wfcat follow^ in this ^as6&ge 
of St. Peter's Epistle respecting the preaching of our Lord to 
the " spirits in prison." I am inclined to think, that, on due 
consideration, the meaning of that place will he foiiiid to be 
something very different froib any explanatidn that faatr h^M 
yet given of it. 
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aoy, according to the plan pursued in it, of 
leaving the knowledge of the minuter cir^ 
cum^tances of the Christian gchenie to be 
gathered, by our own reflections, from ob- 
scure hints thrown out incidentally. But, 
if we duly reflect on what has been written, 
and putting together such things as seem 
to belong to the same subject, draw with 
just humility the proper inferences, we shall, 
if I mistake not, discover in these expres- 
sions an. appropriate and impprtant mean- 
ing. With a view to these things, the first 
master to be considered, is the exclama- 
tion uttered by our Lord when on the cross, 
a little before he expired, "My God^ my 
God^. why hast thou forsaken me?*'* If it 
be.not wrong, as assuredly It cannot ;be, ta 
interpret these words according to the esr 
tablished. usage of language, we must na- 
turally infer that they relate to a separation 
which was, at this time, to take place of the 

^ Matt, xxvii, 46. I am of opinion that this exclamation 
mu«t be.uadmtood to have keen uttered, like the prayer at 
Hb^ raising of Lacarus, for the benefit of the by-standers, as 
matter for their reflection. To suppose otherwise, would seem 
to be inconsistent with our Lord's constancy in his sufferings. 
The force of the question is in the words xokt/ and me, 

O 2 
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mind of Jesus from that intimate anion with 
the Divine nature, in which it had sub- 
sisted throughout his life. In this opinion 
we should be confirmed by recurring to the 
passage in the l6th Psalm, which we have 
St. Peter's authority for applying to our 
Lord ; ** thou wilt not leave my soul in 
HeH/'* This delivery from Hell our 
Lord speaks of, in the preceding verse, as 
a source of joy, which implies that his con- 
dition, there, was one of, at least, incom- 
plete happiness. And as the expiring de- 
claration of our Lord, ** It is finished,''-f- is 
a decided proof (if any be required)^ that 
his soul after death could not be in a state 
of torment, we must conclude that it was 
in that condition in which we believe the 
souls of the faithful to be after their depar- 
ture from this life — a condition which our 
XiOrd has, indeed, termed being in Para- 
dise 4 but which from the general tenor of 
the gospel we must consider to be one of 
joyful hope, rather than of positive enjoy- 
ment. The inference, then, that I would 
draw from this passage of the l6th I'salm 

• Acts ii. 27. t John xix. 30. t Luke xxiii. 43. 
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connected with that one, before quoted, in 
which our Lord intimates the divine aban- 
donment of him, is, that during the interval 
between our Lord's death and his resurrec- 
tion, he existed in his human condition se- 
parated from the divine. If this be so, then 
the resurrection of our Lord was a re-union 
of the human to the divine nature, in effect 
similar to that which had taken place at 
his birth. And, in that case, the term 
** begotten*' might, with great propriety, be 
employed in reference to the event of our 
Lord's resurrection. But it would seem to 
have a still more precise meaning. Our 
Lord was declared, at his birth, to be a 
Son of God, but he is here spoken of as 
a begotten Son. Now, from the manner 
in which St. Paul uses the phrase of " a 
begotten son,'' the addition of the term 
*' begotten*' would seem to express a special 
influence on the mind of the party so de- 
nominated. I believe that it will be found, 
on examination, that the persons whom 
St. Paul speaks of as begotten by him, are, 
always, those whom he has himself con- 
verted to the Christian Faith ;* and whom, 

• Sec 1 Cor. iv. 15. Philero. vcr. 10. 
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therefore, he has, in that respect, wholly in- 
fluenced. I am of opinion, then, that the 
two phrases, "Son ofGod,'^and "Begotten 
Son of God,'^ are to be thus distinguished : 
the former may be used of a person who is 
generally and in some degree under divine 
influence, the latter signifies one who is 
altogether so circumstanced. But, it may 
be said, how, in this sense, could the term 
"begotten" be more applicable to our Lord 
in the latter case than in the former? I ap- 
prehend in this way. That bur Lord's cdh- 
dition during his life on iSarth Wds a state 
of trial, is clear from his own declaration on 
the subject ;* — not, indeed, a trial of that 
nature that the issue of it could be at all 
doubtful; but yet, so far a state of trial, 
that he was continually subject to tempta- 
tion, and which he was enabled to triumph 
over, only, through the full supply of di- 
vine aid^ which came to him by mean^ of 
his union with the Divine nature: and in 
which supply the Divine union, as far as we 
can form any notion of it, consisted. His 
condition may be fitly regarded as an Ex- 
hibition of th6' ttatlural effect of the DiVihe 

• Luke XjAuU: ' f John Hi. 34. 
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influence when operating fully on the mind. 
But, then, properly to constitute a state of 
trial, it was necessary that this aid should 
be given, though at all times fully, yet 
only so as to meet the exigency of each 
occasion, without overpowering the human 
nature. Our Lord still continued in the 
exercise of his natural faculties as a human 
being, and in the use of the appropriate 
means for obtaining the requisite supply of 
Divine aid.* Without this, there would 
have been no trial, and no ground for the 
rewards said to be granted to him on ac- 
count of his perfect righteousness; as is 
declared by St. Paul, in Heb.i. 9- where he 
applies to our Lord this passage from the 
45th Psalm, *' Thou hast loved righteous- 
ness and hated iniquity ; therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness above thy fellows."' But 
the re-union of the human nature to the 
Divine, which took place at our Lord/s 
resurrection, was under somewhat different 
circumstances. The trial had now been 
made, and full proof given of our Lord's 

• Johnxi.41,42. 
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perfect conformity to the will of his Father* 
And hence the Divine power, which before 
operated through him, by means of his 
entire submission to his Father's influence 
on his mind, and which, in his own Ian* 
guage, was of the nature of a joint work,* 
was now to be simplified in operation ; and, 
if I may so speak, to flow through him in 
one uninterrupted stream. Agreeably to 
which, our Lord stated, at the closing of 
his life, ** All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth/'-f- This difference in 
the circumstances of the union at these two 
periods, would seem to account for the 
change in the terms. 

I think, now, it must be clear after this 
particular review of this passage of the Acts, 
that it does not, any more than the former 
one from St. Luke, countenance the notion, 
that the phrase, " Son of God,'* as applied 
in Scripture to our Lord, relates to the 
Divine Essence ; but that, on the contrary, 
it is an additional proof that the phrase is 
simply descriptive of our Lord as a human 
being under Divine influence. At the same 

• John V. 17, 18. t Matt, xxviii. 18. 
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time, it is easy, from what has been said, 
to distinguish the use of the phrase as ap- 
plied to our Lord, from the use of it as 
applied to men in general. When em- 
ployed in this last way, it can be only to 
e;spress, indefinitely, the condition of being 
under Divine influence, as opposed to the 
natural condition of mankind, in which 
they are not so subject. In this indefinite 
sense, our Lord might be spoken of, gene- 
rally, as being under Divine influence ; and 
so might be termed, " Son of God,'" or, 
" a Son of God,'' to distinguish him from 
the unrighteous. But to express, speci- 
fically, his appropriate condition of being 
wholly under Divine influence, the proper 
phrase is that of "The Son of God.'' In 
like manner, the phrase " The Begotten 
Son of God," which signifies the same 
thing, is, for that reason, exclusively pecu- 
liar and appropriate to our Lord. And so, 
also, as our Lord is the only human being 
so circumstanced, he is rightly called '' The 
only-begotten Son of God." If it be asked 
whereon is founded the distinction which 
we have given to the two expressions of " a 
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Son'^ and " a begotten Son/' the answer is, 
that the distinction itself is derived from 
the usage of Scripture; that the figurative 
application of terms taken from natural 
relations to express spiritual ones, is, ne- 
cessarily, in some measure, arbitrary ; but 
that, in the present case, the distinction 
would seem to be founded on the difference 
in the relative circumstances of an adopted 
son, and of one who is properly such by 
the course of nature. In the former case, 
the relationship between the parties being 
artificial and voluntary, the union between 
them is more liable to interruption than in 
the latter, in which the union is cemented 
by the permanent tie of natural affection. 

Having thus ascertained the meaning of 
the phrase " Son of God,'' in the passages 
of Scripture in which it is directly applied 
to our Lord, it will now be proper to con-- 
sider the objections that may be raised to 
this interpretation. It may be said, are 
there not many passages in the Scriptures 
which speak of our Lord as being alto- 
gether equal to God, and others which in- 
timate, his pre-exdstence ? To this I a&- 
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swer, that assuredly there are ; but that if 
these passages are duly considered, they 
will be found to be quite consistent with 
the explanation which I have given of the 
phrase: and this I will now endeavour to 
shew. "With regard to those texts which 
express our Lord's perfect equality with 
God, I apprehend there will be little diffi- 
culty in seeing their agreement with the 
above exposition. For, in truth, all that is 
necessary for this purpose, is to take them 
in their proper spiritual sense. Let us try 
this in a few texts, which will be sufficient 
to shew how all similar ones are to be un- 
derstood. In John x. 30. our Lord says 
6f himself, " I and my (the) Father are 
brie/' that is, according to the original, not 
one person, but, though two persons, so 
united as to be one thing. Now, if we 
consider oiir Lord as speaking here in re- 
ference to his mind or spiritual part, it is 
quite clear, on the principle that our Lord 
was wholly under the Divine influence, 
that his assertion was most true and appro- 
priate. Being thus intimately united to 
God dr the Father, his mind was really 
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that of the Father ; and therefore be might 
justly be regarded, in a general sense, as 
being in every respect, and altogether one 
with him. But, in strictness, the context 
seems to direct us to understand this claim 
of unity with the Father, as relating to 
unity of power. In ver. 28. our Lord, 
speaking of his true disciples, says, 
** Neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand/' And then he gives as the 
reason, " My Father, which gave them me 
is greater than all, and {consequently) no 
man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand ;' and adds, *' I and my (the) 
Father are one/' Whence the inference is, 
that neither could any one pluck them out 
of the Son's hand. I think, then, that it is 
clear that the claim here relates to a same- 
ness of power. And, if we give an appro- 
priate spiritual meaning to the expressions 
of " plucking them out of the Father's 
hand," they will signify, that no one will 
be able to withdraw the disciples from the 
Father's influence on their minds; which 
influence is intimated in the circumstance 
that they are said to have been given to 
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Christ by the Father. For, it should be 
observed, that Christian faith is founded 
on a previous good disposition, resulting 
from a just exercise of reason, made effec- 
tual by God's influence on the mind ; as 
stated in our Lord's declaration, " No 
man can come to me, except the Fa- 
ther, which hath sent me, draw him/'* 
It is to this influence on the mind that 
our Lord alludes, when he claims a 
sameness of power with the Father. But 
then, this influence on the minds of 
his disciples, is only the natural conse- 
quence of his perfect union with the Father. 
Again, we read, John xiv. 8, 9- ** Philip 
saith unto him (Jesus^) Lord, shew us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us.-f- Jesus saith 
unto him. Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet hast thou not known me, 
Philip ? He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father; and how say est thou theuj shew us 
the Father?" Here our Lord claims a per- 

• John vi. 44. 
t The meaning of Phih'p's request is, Point out to us some- 
thiflgy by which we may form a definite notion concerning the 
Father, and then we shall be satisfied to believe all that you 
tay with respect to him. 
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feet equality, and even, as to external apr 
pearance, (as far as such is possible,) same- 
ness with the Father. But, if we interpret 
his meaning according to the principle b&r 
fore stated, that our Lord was wholly un- 
der the Divine influence, there is no diffi-t 
culty in understanding that our blessed 
Lord, as a human being in intimate unioa 
with God or the Father, was, in word and 
operation, as far as related to human con- 
cerns (which is all that we have to do with)^ 
so perfect an exhibition of him, that who- 
ever had seen our Lord, had, in those re^ 
spects, aad to that extent, seen the Father. 
And, that it is to these circumstances, as 
constituting the sameness, that our Lord 
alludes, appears from the following verses^ 
(10, 11;) where he says, "Believest thou 
not that I am in the Father, and the Fathei^ 
in me? The words that I speak unto you, I 
speak not of myself: but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he {the same) doeth the 
works. Believe me that I am in the leather, 
and the Father in me ; or else, {but if noty) 
believe me for the very work's sake/' 
Which may be thus explained, with refer? 
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ence to the preceding verses; "Believest 
thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Eather in me ? {that is^ are you not con" 
mncedfrom what you have known of my cha-- 
racter^ which is evidently of a divine nature^ 
that the Father and I are spiritually so united^ 
that I am^ as relating to human concerns^ 
qnrituallyj a perfect representation of him ? 
This is the case both as to my words and as 
ta the effects resulting from them) the words 
that I speak unto you, I speak not of my- 
self: but the Father that dwelleth in me, 
{speaks the zmrds) he {the same) doeth the 
works {which result from them.) Believe me, 
^hat is J Believe it on the credence due to my 
chptracter) that I am in the Father, and the 
Eather in me {spiritually so united as to be 
spiritually y as relating to human concerns a per-- 
feet representation of him :) but if not {on my 
personal assurance)^ believe me for the very 
vfork'^ sake {on account of the divine cJtarac- 
ier of the works.) Again ; in John v. 17. Our 
Lord claims this equality with the Eather, 
and, at the same time declares the freedom 
of bift own actions* ^^ But Jesus answered 
tbem. My Eather worketh hitherto, and I 
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work/' This passage it will be proper to 
consider at length with the context. The 
occasion and circumstances which led to 
this answer, was the cure performed by our 
Lord, on the Sabbath-day, on the impotent 
man at the pool of Bethesda, and whom^ he 
had desired to take up his bed and walk. 
The exercise of the art of healing, and the 
carrying of the bed on the Sabbath-day, be- 
ing both of them things contrary to the literal 
interpretation of the Mosaic Law, offended 
the Jews, who, we read, (v. 16.) "perse- 
cuted Jesus, and sought to slay him, be- 
cause he had done these things on the Sab- 
bath-day. But Jesus answered them, {that 
is 9 their thoughts^ for it does not appear that 
they said any things) My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work. Therefore, the Jews 
sought the more to kill him, because he had 
not only broken the Sabbath, but said also 
that God was {according to the original^ pc- 
culiarlyj^) his Father, making himself equal 

* See Campbell's translation of the Gospels, and the note 
on this verse. That our Lord claimed God for his Father in 
a special sense, and was understood by the Jews to do so, is 
clear ; as it appears that, m one sense, they themselves called 
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with (or, similar in nature to)God/^ Now, 
the peculiar and exclusive sense in which 
Jesus made God his Father, was that of 
Claiming a knowledge of the designs of 
God; and so, of carrying them into execu- 
tion of hisown freewill j and that, like God, 
by means of his word only. This is the 
natural inference from the expressions « My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work/' It 
would carry us too much away from our 
present subject to consider, at length, the 
grounds for this inference. But it may 
suffice to observe that the plain meaning 
of these expressions seems to be this : I am 
justified in doing this act of mercy on the 
Sabbath-day, because I know that my 
Father is working in this same way to this 
very hour of the Sabbath-day; and, for that 
reason, I also work in this way : and it may, 
therefore, from the wording itself of the 
language, be concluded to be the proper in- 

God their Father, (ch. yiii. 41.) This they did, douhtless, 
in conformity with the repeated similar divine declaratioias 
(instances of whieh have been before noticed), though they do 
not appear to have understood the true purport of the term 
in that application. 

H 



ference. But this perfect knowledge of the 
designs of God, and power of executing 
them by verbal declarations, are things 
which could not be claimed by any oth^ 
man. As to the case of the prophets and 
inspired persons, who were under an extra* 
ordinary degree of Divine influence, they 
were altogether passive instruments undei 
that influence. They werestill, indeed, intel- 
ligent agents, but without power to do more 
than receive the impressions thus divinely 
made upon them, and to act accordingly. 
And, as to persons under tlie ordinary de- 
gree of Divine influence, they, indeed, are 
properly free in their actions, but their 
knowledge of the Divine will is limited to 
the partifil revelation which God has beeo 
pleased to make of it; and their power of 
acting, therefore, consistsi, solely, in obe-- 
dience to the Divine impulses. On the 
other hand, the equality of operation with 
the Father which our Lord has here claimed 
for himself, implies, as the Jews understood 
it, a power of effecting, according to his 
own judgment, by a mere verbal 
ration, the designs of God, founded 
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a perfect knowledge of those designs. 
That our Lord possessed this know- 
ledge, may be inferred from the phrase of 
being " in the bosom of the Father/' 
applied to our Lord by St. John ; and 
which, it is generally admitted, signifies 
this intimate acquaintance with the Divine 
counsels. And the possession of this spi- 
ritual power was evident from the manner 
in which he performed his miracles. We 
^e not, however, to suppose, that this in- 
dependent power, on the part of our Lord, 
interfered, at all, with the perfect union 
subsisting between him and his heavenly 
Father. That such an inference might be 
drawn from his words, our Lord himself 
seems to anticipate by what he adds in 
ver. 19; and which the historian has given 
as our Lord's reply to this inference, which 
our Lord knew that his hearers had tacitly 
formed in their own minds. We read, 
•^ Then answered Jesus and said unto them, 
Verily', verily, 1 saiy unto you, the Son c4h 
do nothing of himself, but what he seeth 
the Father do : for what things soever he 
doetb, these also doeth the Son likewise.'' 

H 3 
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That is, in plainer terms, we are to under* 
stand by the figurative expressions of the 
Son's doing what he sees the Father do, 
taken literally, that he acts according 
to his perception and knowledge of the 
Father's designs as they are communicated 
to him; and which he intimates that he 
was fully enabled to do, by the entire com-* 
muni cation which he received of them ; 
adding, " For the Father loveth the Son, 
and sheweth him all things that himself 
doeth : and he will shew him greater works 
than these, that ye may marvel/'* Now, 
it is clear, that there is nothing, in all this, 
inconsistent with the opinion, that our 
Lord here speaks of himself as a human 
being under Divine influence; only, it is 
to be observed, that he does it conform- 
ably to his Divine union ; whereby he was 

* What these greater works were, do not immediately ap- 
pear. Perhaps, there is an allusion to the greater works done 
by the disciples, after our Lord's ascension (John ziT.;12.); 
a|id which, as they were done through our Lord's authority, 
may not improperly be said to be done by him. But what- 
ever the works alluded to might be, I apprehend that the 
intention is to signify, that the works \fould be done fteely 
of our Lord's own power, according to his knowledge of the 
Father's designs. 
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united to the Deity in a way that no other 
man was, and which made him to be alto- 
gether one with the Father. Agreeably to 
which, God is introduced, in the prophecy 
of Zechariah,* speaking of him as a man 
in a state of equality with himself, in a 
passage which is appropriated to our Lord 
'on his own authority :-t* " Awake, O sword, 
against my shepherd, and against the man 
that is my fellow (or my equal), saith the 
Lord of Hosts/' 

I think that it is unnecessary to pursue 
further the consideration of the texts of 
this import; as it must be sufficiently 
apparent from the above, how all similar 
ones are to be explained. It must also be 
equally clear, that, on the principle of the 
perfect union subsisting between the man 
Jesus and the Divine nature, which makes 
him equal to and one with the Father, all 
the attributes belonging to the Divine na- 
ture, as eternal existence, creative power, 
omnipresence, omniscience, and the like, 
may properly be ascribed to him as a 

•xiii. 7. t Matxxvi. 31. 
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human being under that circumstance. 
This necessarily follows from the character 
of the union; because, though these qua- 
lities belong, in strictness, to the Divine 
nature, yet as, in his case, the two natures, 
the divine, and the human, are inseparably 
United under the visible form of the human, 
they may, it would seem, be justly spoken of 
As belonging to that nature^ by which they 
are ostensibly possessed and exercised. On 
the same principle, it would be eqUdlly pro- 
per that oar Lord should receive Divine 
worship, since thathoniage Would be paid to 
him, not therely as a man, but as a human 
being so united with the Deity as to be 
one with him. If these things are duly 
considered, there will be no difficulty in 
rightly understanding the purport and 
meaning of all those texts, in which the 
Divine perfections are ascribed to our Lord, 
and the corresponding Divine dues are 
clainied for him. 

We have tttext tb Considfer the texts which 
intimate the preJ-existence of our Lord. In 
these, there will always be found, if I mis- 
take not, a clear allusion to the Father; 
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whence the pre-existence ascribed to our 
Lord, may justly be considered as derived 
from the circumstance of his union with the 
Father. As a first instance, we may take 
the beginning of St, John's Gospel, chap. i. 
1—15, "In the beginning was the Word,'' 
i&c. I am aware, indeed, that this passage 
lis Usually thought to relate to our Lord as 
distinct from the Father, and to be a de^ 
^cription of our Lord as the second person 
<^ the Godhead ; but I apprehend that when 
the passage is fully considered, it will be 
found that such i& not the case. The error 
of the Common interpretation seems to me 
to arise from supposing that the term " The 
Word," or "The Word of God," is used 
here as solely the proper name of our Lord- 
Now, it is clear that, in its primary signifi- 
cation, it means the articulate expression 
of the will of God ; and that it is frequently 
^ used in the Old Testament, as when the 
word of the Lord is said to come to one 6f 
the prophets. By which would appear to 
be meant, either that God made known his 
will to them by articulate sounds, or else, 
that what they delivered to mankind was 
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to be regarded as a verbal cotnmunicatioi] 
from ' God to man ; just as men usually 
make known their minds to each other by 
means of articulate sounds. This commu- 
nication to the prophets was only partial, 
and limited to special occasions. In. the 
case of our Lord, the communication was of 
a different kind ; not occasional by articur. 
late sounds, but entire and constant : and 
this in consequence of his unipnto Divinity • 
Hence, every word that came from him 
was an expression of the Divine Will ; and, 
therefore, he was properly the incarnate 
word of .God, or the articulate expression 
of the will of .God, inclosed in a human 
form. But, though, from this circumstance, 
"The Word," or." The Word of God," is 
the proper title of our Lord, yet there is 
no reason why the expression should npt 
be used also in its original sense, as above, 
given. An attention to this cirqurastancet 
I think, will enable us to give a satisfactory 
explanation of the passage in question. 
The first five verses stand thus in our trans- 
lation, " In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the. Word 
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was God. The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him ; 
and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. In him was life ; and the 
life was the light of men. And the light 
shineth in darkness, and the darkness com- 
prehended it not/' Now, it would appear 
from this translation, as if the expression 
" The Word,"' denoted, in this place, our 
Lord. That seems clearly to have been the 
opinion of the translators, from their man- 
ner of rendering the passage; and, indeed, 
I think that their translation has been in 
some measure influenced by it. But I ap- 
prehend that its meaning is, simply, ac- 
cording to the ordinary use of the term, 
" word,'* the articulate expression of the 
will of God. It seems to me that the whole 
passage relates to the creation of the world ; 
and that it is, in truth, a statement taken 
from the Mosaic account of it, which St. 
John has introduced as the foundation of 
his history of the. Gospel, for the purppse 
of tracing the origin of the Incarnate Word 
to his source. And this he has done very 
justly, since the main design of his Gospel 
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is to set forth the person and office of the 
Redeemer. According to my view then, I 
should be inclined to render the passage 
thus ; ** In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was towards* God, and the 
Word was God. The same (or this Word) 
was in the beginning towards God. AH 
things were made-f- by means of it,and with- 
out it was tiot one thing made that was 
made. In it was life, and the life wais the 
light of men. And the Ught shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness hath not over- 
powered J it."' To seethe allusion which there 
is in this passage to the natural creation, 

* This is the primary and natural rendering of the' original 
preposition. But, even if it be translated, as in ourversiony 
** with/' it would iHtrdly support the common opinion, that 
the Word is a second person in the essence of the Godhead, 
and^ as such^ equal to the Father. Because the phrase, ** The 
Word was with God, would imply an inferiority in the tToird 
to the Father ; just as, when, in ordinary language, we speak 
of one person's being or residing with another, it tnaplies an 
inferiority in him to that other, from his connexion with whom 
he derives his distinction. 

1 1 foll6w here bur translation; but if it be objectied to, 
as it h by wMe^ the word ** existed," to which no objection 
could be made, would equally express my notion of the 
meaning. 

X Compare John xii. 35. ' 
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we have Only to turn to the first chapter of 
Genesis. There we find the formation of 
each thing declared by this phrase, ** God 
said ;' which answers to the Evangelist's 
statement, that, " In the beginning was the 
Word. All things were made by it/' But 
we may observe, that as this phrase evi- 
dently ialludes to the human method of 
communicating the thoughts, and as what 
is hererelated, occurred before the exist- 
ence of any human creature, we may pre- 
sume that this style of expression was used 
by the historian, prospectively, to signify 
the future intended revelation of the will 
of God by articulate sounds, and, more es- 
pecially > by the Incarnate Word. The 
expressions, " In it was life, and the life was 
the light of men,'' clearly refer to the Mo- 
saic statement, that " the earth was with- 
out form, and void ; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep ;" and that the first 
exhibition of life wAs by the production of 
light, and that this was done through the 
verbal declaration of the will of God, as we 
readj " And God said, let there be light, and 
there was light/' The meaning, then, of tlie 
expressions, " In it was life, and the life 



108 

waS the light of men/' is, that in the Word of 
God was the source of natural life, and 
that the source of natural life was the 
natural light which men enjoy. It is added, 
^^ And the light shineth in darkness, and the 
darkness hath not overpowered it/' By 
which is meant, that the natural light 
which at first shone by the word of God, 
still shines in opposition to the. natural 
darkness of things, and that the darkness 
has not prevailed against it. This would 
seem to be the general purport of the pas- 
sage, taken in a literal sense and in its im- 
mediate allusion to the Mosaic history of 
the Creation. It may be thus explained 
more at large; "In the beginning of the 
Creation was the .Word, or articulate ex- 
pression of the will of God, and the word 
was employed in reference to God, and the 
word, having this reference, and being thus 
the medium by which the will of God was ^ 
made known, was virtually God.* This 
word, or articulate expression of the will of 
God, was in the beginning employed in 

♦ In the original, the term " God," is without the article, 
whereby woold seem to be signified, rather, that ** the Word,'- 
was'in some sense God, than essentially so. 
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reference to God. In this reference, all 
things were made by means of it, and 
without it not one thing was made that 
was made. In it was the source of natural 
life, and the source of natural life was 
the natural light of men. And the na- 
tural light, from that time, habitually 
shines in a state of darkness, and the dark* 
. ness has not permanently overpowered it/' 

But as there is a close analogy sub- 

sis);ing between things natural and things 
spiritual, and which analogy would seem to 
have been established, expressly, that the 
former might be a medium for explaining 
the latter, it will be useful, in order to un- 
derstand the full meaning of this passage, 
to consider it spiritually. This will enable 
us to see the force of particular expressions, 
which could not be so well done, when the 
passage was regarded, only, in its allusion 
to the natural creation. In this view of 

■ 

the matter, then, we are to understand 
from St. John's saying, " In the beginning 
was the Word,'' that he designs to intimate 
that the Incarnate Word, whose personal 
history he was about to relate, existed, 
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origioally, at the Creatioiit though i^ndei 
somewhat different circumstances ; viz. as, 
simply, the articulate expression of the wi]l 
of God. He goes on, " And the Word w^ 
towards God/' that is, that the Word in 
its first exercise of calling into existence 
the natural creation, had respect to God ; 
meaning, that creation was formed for the 
purpose of promoting the glory of God^ 
He continues, *' And the Word was God :" 
that is, being the sole medium by wluch 
the will of God was known, it was virtually 
God. He adds, *'The same (or this Word) 
was in the beginning towards God/' This 
apparent repetition of whftt he had said 
before, I ^uppr^hend is done for the pur^ 
pose of connecting the Word of which he 
had before spoken, in ^llusio^ to the 
l^p^ic accoun^t of the creation as the artir 
culate expression of the will of God, with 
the Word m its incarnate state, the s^bjec|; 
^ his intended history, an4 to whom he 
seems now to allude. This he might very 
well be understood to do, by his^ readers, 
who, believing, as they did, that the Incarr 
oate Word was towards God or had respect 
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ta him, would thus be led to perceive thei 
sameness of the Incarnate Word^ ^nd of 
the articulate expression of th^ will of God, 
ifhich existed at the beginning of Creation,. 
And tb^ sentence niight be more fuUy rexxn 
dered thus, " This Word was in the beg^a^ 
mug, at it now clearly is, towards Gpd, or 
employed in reference to God/' A similair 
twofold statement respecting the Word 
occurs in the next verse, where it is spoken 
of^. the instrument of Creation ; and, a€^ | 
thifik, for a similar purpose. We read, 
^^ All things were |na4e by npiea^s of it, and 
without it was not ope thiog' inade that 
was thade/' The fir^ft member of this sea- 
teace clearly refers U>th^ natural Cre^tion^. 
Anid ae^ the' sf^ad ' ajpp^ar s lo point tpt 
W»nelibii»g -created iik addition, we may 
presume that it is designed to I^iad ouir 
tbcHights to the spiritqal creation of th^ 

man JesiU^ ityled^ ^' tte last Adam/' ^nd 

in whom the Word became incarnate; 
but, who, as far as h^was produced of tlie 
Virgin, was, as I have before pbseryed,t 
merely the natural creature of God's will as 

•■ Page 71. 
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expressed by the prophet Isaiah. The 
Evangelist continues^ **In it was life, and 
the life was the light of man. 'And the light 
shineth in darkness, and the darkness hath 
not overpowered it." The expressions, here, 
of life, and light, and darkness, '- which, in 
the Uteral acceptation, relate to natural life, 
and the natural light and darkness, ma;^ 
according to the Scriptural use of figu- 
rative language (and which must, at the 
date of this Gospel, have been well kuQim 
to Christians), be fitly applied, respectively, 
to eternal life, to revelation, and to igno- 
rance of Divine truth. And the sense 
then of the passage will be,' "In the Word 
of God was the source of eternal life, and 
the source of eternal life was the revealed 
knowledge of the will of God operating oii 
the mind as the natural light does on the 
eyes of men. And as the natural light 
which first shone by means of the articulate' 
Expression of the will of God, still shines? 
and the natural darkness of things has not 
overpowered it, so the revealed knowledge 
of the will of God emanating from the 
Incarnate Word, still operates on human 
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ignorance of Divine truth, and human 

ignorance has not overpowered it/' 

This would appear to be the full ^sense of 
these five verses, as figuratively ap|)lied to 
the incarnate condition in which the Word 
afterward existed ; but, in their literal 
meaning, they describe the Word as it was 
at the beginning of the natural creation; 
St. John, having thus cleared the way by 
this account of the Word of God in its 
bliginal state, proceeds, in ver. 14. to give 
aii^account of its incarnation. Biit, to' see 
the connexion, we must observe, that the 
intermediate verses, from the fifth, are pa- 
renthetical. They-contain a general state- 
ment respecting John the Baptist as a* wit- 
ness to our Lord, and a description of our 
Lord as the source of the true or spiritual 
revelation of the will of God ; by which 
revelation is meant the gospel, as distin- 
guished from the typical revelation of it 
made in the Mosdlld^l dispensation, of 
which the gospel is the substance. This 
statement is most conveniently introduced 
here to suit the^ order of the narrative. It 
is^ as it were, a note respecting the nature 

1 . « 
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of John's testimony and the character"^ 

our Lord's doctrine, preparatory to the 
historical account which follows of John's 
testimony,* and of the superiority of the 
revelations made by our Lord, as com- 
pared with the Mosaic.-f These interme- 
diate verses, then, should be thus explained ; 
6. There was a man sent from (more strictly, 
with the concurring design of) God, whose 
name was John. 7- The satiie came for a 
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all 
men through him, might believe. — As it is clear 
that John's office could not have been to 
bear witness to the natural light, that term 
must be understood here, as relating to Di- 
vine revelation ; since there is evidently an 
allusion to a person, or rather, to our Lord 
as its source, who is on that account fre- 
quently termed in Scripture " the Light." 
And the meaning of these two verses, then, 
is, that there was a man sent with a com- 
mission from God, whose name was John. 
The same came, not as a principal, but as 
a witness, in order to bear witness to the 
source of the revelation which was to be 

Ver. 16. t Ver. 16—18 
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made of the Divine will, to the intent that 
all men might, through John^s testimony, 
believe on the person who was the source 
of the Divine revelation. — 8. He was not 
that Lights but was sent to bear mtness of that 
Light. — He was not himself the source of 
the Divine revelation, but was sent to bear 
witness of the person who was its source. 
— 9* That was the true lights which lighteth 
every man that'cometh into the world (or, 
l)jBtter rendered, which coming into the 
world lighteth every man). — This person 
was the source of the true revelation of the 
Divine will, who, coming into the world, 
is the proper means to every man of a 
knowledge of the Divine revelation. — 10. 
He was in the worlds and the world was made 
hy him^ and the world knew him not. — After 
the declaration, that this person is, by 
coming into the world, the proper medium 
for the knowledge of Divine revelation^ 
there rightly followf the statement of his 
having so come. He was in the world. It is 
said, also, that the world was made by him. 
Wherein, the allusion is to his original con- 
dition of being the articulate expression of 

I 2 



116 

the.Divine will; and, though this may seem 
an anticipation of the title of the Word, 
which is not applied to him till ver. 14. 
yet it is not unsuitable in this paragraph, 
considered as a parenthetical note. And it 
is added, that the zvorldknew him not; that is, 
as the source of Divine revelation. — 11. He 
came unto his own (that is, his own country, 
Judea, called his oxsm^ from its having 
been favoured with a Divine revelation), 
and his own (countrymen, the Jews, coU^ 
tively, and, as such, under Divine influ- 
ence) received him not (as the source of true 
Divine revelation). 12. But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become 
(the) sons of God (that is, voluntarily to 
become subject to Divine influence on 
their minds), even to them that beUeveon bk 
name: (that is, have a just belief and d^ 
dendence on the character which he 
claimed to himself). 13. Which were bom^ 
not of blood J nor of HiH^mtl of the fleshy nor 
of th$ mil of man^ but of God (that is, not 
by the ordinary process of generation, nor 
by any carnal means, nor yet bylraman 
but by Divine means).— -The purport of 
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this Verse seems to be, to explain the ex- 
pressions, in the former one, of sons of 
God^ and belitvers on the name of Christ; 
and to intimate, that the phrase, sons of 
Gorf, is to be understood spiritually, as 
signifying persons who have experienced 
a change of mind, described under the 
figure of a new birth, wrought in them not 
by any natural means, but by the influ- 
encing power of God ; and that Christian 
believers are persons of that kind. — After 
this parenthetical explanation of the Bap- 
tist's testimony, and of the true character 
and office of our Lord, the historian, re- 
sumiqg his narrative, proceeds to relate 
the incarnation of the Word ; and so adds, 
— 14. And the Word was made fleshy and 
dwelt (literally, existed as in a tent) among us^ 
(and we beheld his glory ^ the glory as of the 
only^hegotten of the Father) full of grace 
and truth. — The meaning of which verse, 
exclusively of the 'parenthesis, is, that 
the Word or articulate expressicm of 
the will of God, existed in the world, 
covered ^ with human flesh, as a person 
in a tent> being, when in that state, in 
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contradistinction to the revelation of the 
Divine will made in the strict commands 
and typical declarations of the Jewish Law, 
full ol* grace and truth, altogether conciUa- 
tory and explicit : and the sense of what is 
said in the parenthesis is, that while the 
Word was in the above incarnate condition, 
we (mankind) were enabled to behold 
him, as far as our faculties will admit, in 
that glorious condition of the human nature, 
and we beheld his glory ; but, in order to 
explain that this glorious condition was not 
of a bodily kind but a spiritual, it is added, 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the 
Father ; that is, according to the explana* 
tion which I have before given of the 
phrase, only -begotten Son of God^ the glo- 
rious condition of being, singly, and exdH* 
sively of all other persons, wholly under 
Divine influence. Now, it must be ma- 
nifest from the above explanation, that 
this passage does not require for its inter- 
pretation, that it should be applied to our 
Lord distinctly from the Father. The pre- 
-existence of our Lord, which is intimated 
in it, is fully made out by the com^ideration 
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of his intimate union with the Father, 
whereby he became his Incarnate Word, 
and which existed from the beginning. It 
is under this point of view, indeed, that 
strictly speaking, the Divine nature, as resi- 
dent in our Lord, is to be considered ; and 
I apprehend, that it is always with allusion 
to this circumstance of our Lord^s being 
the Incarnate Word of God, that Divinity 
is ascribed to him in the Scriptures. 

The detailed examination which we have 
made of this passage, has opened a way for 
the true interpretation of all other texts, 
which intimate the pre-existence of our 
Lord with a similar allusion to his union 
with the Father ; of which we may consider 
one or two instances. Of this kind is that 
of John viii. 58, •* Before Abraham was I 
am.''* The phrase of " I am/' being expres- 

* Our translators, from that spirit of impartiality which 
distinguishes their translation throughout, have forborne, in 
all the other instances in which the original words answering 
to the phrase, ** I am," occur, to render them otherwise than 
by supplying something to them, as a supposed ellipsis. In 
the present case, it is impossible to suppose any ellipsis* For, 
as to the rendering, proposed by some, that the pronoun, ** he/* 
or ^ the Messiah,'^ is to be supplied, it is merely a gratuitous 
supposition which has nothing in the context to support it ; 
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sive of the eternal existence of God, shews 
that there is, here, an allusion to the Father ; 
and, as our Lord, through his union with 
the. Father, partook of the Divine nature, it 
was certainly quite right to speak of him- 
self under the description of eternal exist- 
ence, which is appropriate to the Father. 
Another text of the same kind is that of 
John xvii. 5. "And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self with the glory 
(or glorify me with the glory with respect 
to thine own self) which I had with thee, 
(or, with respect to thee) Ipefore the world 
was/' In order to see the true meaning of 

and therefore, if it were allowable in this case, to suppose an 
ellipsis, we should be at liberty to supply any thing w^ 
pleased. We cannot but applaud the motives which have 
influenced our translators thus to confine themselves in their 
version. But I think that it is more than they were calltf 
upon to do ; and that in fact, it would have given the sense 
more correctly, if they had, in all the cases in which this 
phrase occurs in the original by itself, translated it, as.here^ 
without supposing an ellipsis. For though it is true, that the, 
context in those cases, allows of the supposition of an ellipsis,, 
yet if the places are duly considered, I think that.it.will.be 
found to be more than probable, . that it was intended, at 
least, tacitly to intimate by.it a claim on the part of our Lord to 
eternal existence.; and so to establish his Divinity and one- 
new with the Father. Xhis, I think, is pfirticuiarly the case 
of John TLviii. 5^6. 
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these expressions, it should be noticed that 
they are part of the audible prayer uttered 
by our Lord, at the conelusion of his solemn 
discourse ^ith his Apostles. And this 
prayer, like that which was delivered at the 
raising of Lazarus, should be considered aa 
intended for the benefit of those who stood 
by (see John xi. 41, 42). In that case, we 
are. told that the design was to establish, 
generally, a belief in our Lord's Divine 
mission. In this, the main intention seems 
to be, to lead the Apostles to reflect on our 

» 

Lord as the Incarnate Word of God. But 
to. have a right view of this intention, we 
sfaHBnild keep in mind, that the Word of 
God,':had, previously to its incarnation in 
tibe person of our Lord, always appeared in 

tppKftpriate and supernatural character ; 
; that in the days of its humiliation in 
^JH^rporsoti of our Lord, it was, in conse- 
^yitPce,of its being veiled under human 
illiirinitjV much obscured. Hence^ we may 
Hli^Jitat it is to that glory which had 
aliii^rbiefore accompanied the delivery of 
the:D|yiQe Word, that our Lord here al- 
ludes, rrlt is true that our Lord describes 
it as the glory which he had with the Fa- 
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ther before the world was, which may 
seem to imply his own personal pre-exist- 
ence. But it should be considered, that as 
our Lord became, by the Divine union, 
a permanent exhibition of the Word of 
Grod, it was quite proper that our Lord, 
speaking in reference to that part of his 
constitution, should identify himself with 
the Divine Word in its pre-existent state 
before the creation of the world, though 
his Divine union took place subsequently. 
The purport of the passage is to intimate 
that the Word of God, which had been only 
partially received by the preaching of 
Christ, in consequence of the obscitiity 
under which it appeared, should, through 
the preaching of the Apostles, meet with 
a glorious reception, and be as effecttiai||p 
it was at the creation of the world. Thit 
interpretation will be confirmed by a Tt^ 
rence to the whole of the prayer ; of whieh 
it will here be sufficient to mark the ptil»- 
cipal divisions. To the end of v.4, » a 
statement of our Lord's perfect rightemis* 
ness, in making known the will of God td 
the e:$tent to which he had been appointed 
to do it, and which knowledge, thus im- 
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parted, was to be the foundation of the 
future perfect manifestation of the will of 
God, which was gradually to take place 
after his death and ascension ; whereby the 
glory of the Divine Word would be openly 
established, in its original splendour and 
perfection. The purport of v. 5, is a prayer 
that this may take place. In v. 6 — 19, in- 
clusively, our Lord would seem to state, 
that he had by his preaching made known, 
specially to his Apostles, the Divine Word, 
which they had received as such ; and, to 
pray that, as they thus possessed it in a 
state of perfect truth, as delivered by 
Christ from God, so they might be enabled 
to impart it, in the same state, as from 
Christ to mankind at large. And in v. 20 — 
36, hie would seem to pray, that the union 
between Christians, which would be esta* 
blished by the preaching of the Apostles, 
and' be founded on their relationsMp with 
each other and with him, aad^^ through him 
with God, might be as perfect as the union 
between Christ and God. 

These three texts are the principal ones 
relating to the pre-existence of our Lord, 
with allusion to his Divine union ; and it 
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IS unnecessary to pursue the inquiry into 
the others of the same kind, because they 
are all to be explained, in like manner, by 
the consideration of this union, whereby 
our Lord became the Incarnate Word of 
jGod. But I may observe, in particular, 
that this consideration will fully explain 
any text, which implies the pre-existence of 
our Lord by ascribing to him Creation. 

There is, however, one text (Philip, ii. 
6. 8.) which . is supposed to intimate the 
pre-existpnce of our Lord, which calls for 
a particularnotice ; because if it contains, 
as supposed, an intimation of the pre-ex- 
istence of our Lord, this pre-existence must 
be such as cannot be explained by the cir- 
cumstance of the Divine union of Christ 
with the Father. But I am of opinion 
that it has no allusion whatever to any 
pre-exi»Ji«nC)(^of Qur Lord, but that it relates 
solely t<li4li9 PM)^itio.n as a human being; 
not, indeed^iitrii^iiieflf^ man, but as a man 
in intimate union with God so as to be one 
with him; and, which, indeed^ is the only 
light in which our Lord ought ever to be 
considered. The practice of reasoning on 
the Divine and hunian natunesjn our Lord 
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as distinct, which has arisen out of the or- 
dinary mode of explaining the doctrine of 
the Trinity, seems to be altogether im- 
proper, inasmuch as it has a tendency to 
prevent our having a just conception of 
our Lord by making us, at least, for the 
time, think of him as a mere man ; whereas, 
in strictness, we can form no other just 
notion of our Lord than the compound 
one of a union of the Divine and human 
natures in one person. The passage is thus 
given in our translation, "Who (Christ 
Jesus), being in the form (external appear- 
ance), of God, thought it not robbery 
(rather, did not Covet) to be equal with 
God : but made himself of no reputa- 
tion, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness 
of man: and being found in fashion as 
a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross/' The opinion, that this text implies 
the pre-existence of Christ, is founded, en- 
tirely, on the supposition that the phrase of, 
^' being in the form of God,'" relatesH^nthe 
essftnti&l nature of theJUeity^-^ Now, there 




is nothing in these terms, or in the coikI 
nexion, either before or after, to lead to I 
this supposition. On the contrary, it will 
be found, on due reflection, that, both the 
proper meaning of the terms and the evi- 
dent purport of the context, fully confirm 
the opinion, that the whole passage relates 
only to our Lord's condition as a man in 
union with Divinity. The original word 
translated '* form," signifies external ap- 
pearance. And as our Lord, by his Divine 
union, and the consequent effectual opera- 
tion of his word, was to us, as to external 
appearance considered intellectually and 
according to our views, a perfect represen- 
tation of God, the phrase of, " being in the 
form of God," is justly applied to him. 
He was thereby truly God to us, though he 
was not so in his original essence and inde- 
pendently of his Divine union. It is in a 
similar way that the word "form" is after- 
ward used (v. 7-) with regard to the human 
condition of life which our Lord occupied; 
as when he is said to have taken " the form 
of a servant." He was truly, as to external 
appearance considered intellectually and 




J 
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according to our views, a servant, both to 
Gk)d and man ; though not necessarily so 
by his original constitution as a human 
being in perfect union with Divinity. That 
the connexion agrees with this explanation 
of the phrase of, '^ being in the form of 
God,^^ will appear on examination. But 
preparatory to its consideration, it may 
be useful to point out the exact meaning 
of the text in question ; for, though its ge- 
neral purport is sufficiently given in our 
translation, I think it might be more ac- 
curately interpreted as thus : Who being in 
an external appearance of Gody — ^This he 
was, as before ofanserved, from the effectual 
operation of his word — did not covet to be 
(in external appearance) in all respects equal 
to God ;♦ — ^Though Christ was really equal 
to God, inasmuch as he could do all things 
by his word only, yet, as he did this, pro- 

* In ail respects equal to God. I am inclined to explain the 
original phrase, ecvac itra Qeia^ by considering c^a as a neuter 
plnral with wavra understood. And, then, it might be literally 
rendered, '^ to be in a relation to God according to all the cir- 
cumstances of equality/' Bishop Sherlock translates the place, 
'' Was not fond of, or tenacious of appearing as Ood,*^ Tol. ii 
DiaoMtseSO. 
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fessedly, always, in subservience to the Fa- 
ther, as one sent by him, he was, as to ex- 
ternal appearance, so far not in all respects 
equal to God. And, hence, the meaning 
is, that Christ did not covet this display of 
an independent exercise of spiritual power, 
so as to appear in all respects equal to God 
— but emptied himself (of the independent 
exercise of spiritual power) having (in con- 
formity with this) taken upon himself an ex- 
ttimal appearance of a servant, having (for 
that purpose) been made in the likeness of 
men. And being found in the condition of a 
man, he (in that condition), humbled himself 
(to the lowest degradation), having become 
obedient (to all the circumstances of his 
condition, and therein) to (the suffering of) 
death, even the death of the cross. — Now, it 
must be clear from this exposition of the 
passage, that it may very fitly be applied 
to the conduct of our Lord as a human 
being in union with Divinity. And to that 
also, it will be found that the context al- 
ludes. The Apostle's design in the pre- 
ceding verses, plainly is, to exhort the Phi-^ 
lippians to the practice of humility, itnd 
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mutual regard ; and, in furtherance of this, 
he here adduces the example of Christ. 
JNow, it is natural to suppose, that, in se- 
lecting an instance for this purpose, he 
would adduce as the most pertinent ex- 
ample, the conduct of Christ as a man; 
because, certainly, the nearer the relation 
in which he stood to the Philippians, the 
stronger would be the influence of his ex- 
ample upon them. If the case be consi- 
dered as that of a Divine Being laying aside 
his Divinity and becoming man for the pur- 
pose of promoting human happiness, i^ 
would, assuredly, be a high instance of vo- 
luntary humiliation and self-devotion for 
the benefit of others ; but as the action of 
one of a different nature from our own, it 
would of course be less interesting to us 
than a similar one done by a person in our 
own nature. Its efficacy also as a model 
would be much lessened, since, it could not 
be strictly imitated. But, if the case be 
considered as that of a man in intimate 
union with Divinity, voluntarily relinquish- 
ing the independent exercise of Divine 
pcm^j and submitting entirely to the Di- 
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vine WiH^ the example which it. exhibits of 
bainiBty and obedience^ is one which comes 
immediately home to ou;r understandings 
and feelings, and is altogether adapted to 
oar imitation. And, now, as to the sub- 
sequent part of the connexion, I tbiok th»t 
it clearlj indicates this view of the case. 
Ear the purport of the three verscls im me- 
diately following is, without question, to 
declare the exaltation of Christ to permah 
usnt worship, but still subordinately to the 
glory of God. Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him^ and given him a namty 
which is above every name ; that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should boWy of things m 
heaven and things in earthy and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should con^ 
fesSi that Jesus Christ is Lard to the gleiry af 
God the Father. Upon which dedaraticM 
I will only remark, that, if this, exaltation 
of the man Jesus Christ to permanent wor- 
ship with the Father, does not directly op^ 
pcptse the jsmppositiod of a. Son existing im 
iibe Divine SLaseode^ it seems^ at leasts to 
m^ke it unneccdsary. And let it alwajB 
1^ k«f)i in mi^di,. tb^t this abtian is osorefy 



a supposition, formed from a variety of 
particulars and by distant inferences. 

We may now proceed to consider the 
other title ascribed to our Lord^ that of» 
" The Son of Man/' Its purport is, as before 
noticed, to signify the Divine nature made 
in a certain sense human in the person of 
Christ. But, as was before observed of the 
corresponding title of, " The Son of God,'' 
to make out its meaning accurately, it will 
be necessary to consider it spiritually. 
Now, as according to what has been before 
shewn, the phrase, " Son of God," signifies 
the being under Divine influence, so alsoy 
does this phrase of, *^ Son of Man ;" but it 
escpresses, at the same time, that this influ.^ 
ence is evinced in reference to man. The 
two phrases, indeed, would be better 
rendered thus; Son in respect. of God, and 
Son in respect of man. But to> see this a 
particular inquiry will be necessary. 

It has been remariied as a peculiarity of 
this appellation, that ^ it is ia all the Evan- 
gelists &>un^ uvider the pecahar circum^ 
stance of b^ng applied by Christ to him- 
self/ but of nevep being use^ of him, or 

K 2 
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towards him, by any other person. It oc- 
curs seventeen times in Matthew's Gospel, 
twelve times in Mark's, twenty-one times 
in Luke's, and eleven times in John's, and 
always with this restriction."* Now, from 
this circumstance, as far as it concerned 
our Lord's disciples, we may infer, that 
they understood the phrase in its obvious 
sense of expressing merely a human being, 
and therefore, avoided the use of it 
with regard to our Lord, as too fami- 
liar and derogatory to the general but 
indistinct notion which they had of the 
superiority of his character. At the same 
time, the constant use of it by our Lord 
himself, seems to imply that he used it in 
a different sense from what it was supposed 
to convey; and the reluctance of the dis- 
ciples to employ it, can be accounted for, 
only by their inaptitude to interpret the 
figurative language of Christianity in a spi- 
ritual sense. In order, therefore, to ascer- 
tain its precise meaning, we must under- 
stand it, as in the case of the corresponding 
phrase of'* Son of God," in reference to the 

'^ Paley^s EvideDceSy Part ii« c. iv. s. 3l ^"^ < 
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mind. With regard to that phrase, it has 
been shewn, that when so interpreted, it 
signifies, in a general sense. Divine influence 
upon the mind. But it should be observed, 
that in strictness, the term, " Son,'* alone, 
used in reference to the mind, is significa- 
tive of its being under the influence of an- 
other. And hence, when the term, Son, is 
so applied to Christ, it must signify his 
being under Divine influence ; since, that 
is the only influence which he could be 
supposed to be under. Indeed, as to the 
case of this title of, " Son of Man,'' it must 
be so understood ; for otherwise, the title 
cannot be applied to our Lord in any ap- 
propriate spiritual meaning. I am, there- 
fore, inclined to think that these two appel- 
lations of our Lord, would be more fully 
and accurately explained by being respec- 
tively rendered, " Son in respect of God," 
and " Son in respect of Man." And, hence, 
the first of these titles, inasmuch as it ex- 
presses Christ's being under Divine influ- 
ence in respect of God, would signify the 
perfect righteousness of his character ; and 
the second, inasmuch as it expresses Christ's 
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being under Divine itifluenoe in Aspect of 
Man, would signify his exercise of the, Di- 
vine attributes and miraculous power to- 
wards mankind. This explanation of this 
latter title, will be confirmed by considering 
the manner in which it is employed in Scrip* 
ture; which, if I mistake not, will be found 
to be always conformably to this notion. 
Of this it will be sufficient to produce a 
few mark'ed instances. In Matt. ix. 2-^* 
we read, " And, behold, they brought to 
him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a 
bed ; and Jesus seeing their faith, said unto 
the sick of the palsy, Son,* be of good 
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. And, 
behold, certain of the scribes said within 
themselves. This man blasphemeth. And 
Jesus knowing their thoughts, said. Where- 
fore think ye evil in your hearts? For 
whether is easier, to say. Thy sins be for- 
given thee; or to say. Arise, and walk? 
But that ye may know that the Son of 
Man [meanings as before explained^ Christ 

* This title I apprehend is used in reference to their faith; 
and so it confirms the spiritual meaning I have before given 
to the word. 
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exerqipng the Divine attributes and miracu^ 
lous power towards mankind] hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the 
^ick of the palsy), Arise, take up thy bed, 
and go unto thine house. And he arose, 
and departed to his house/' Again, at 
Matt. xii. 8. " For the Son of Man is Lord 
even of (rather in respect of) the Sabbath^ 
day'' — that is, as I beHeve it should be un- 
derstood, Christ exercising the Pivine attri- 
butes, is as much an object for adoration as 
the Creator; and, therefore has the same 
special claim to the attention of his disci- 
ples on the Sabbathrday as is appointed 
by the fourth commandment to be paid to 
God on that day. This interpretation, 
would be fully confirmed by a reference to 
the. context. But it is unnecessary to go 
so far into the particular subject^ on this 
occasion, as it is quite clear, from what our 
Lord says just before in v. 6, that he in- 
tended to claim for himself a title to Di- 
vinity ; " But I say unto you. That in this 
place is one greater than the temple." 
Again, the title is apphed to Christ as exe- 
cuting Divine judgment. Matt. xiii. 41. 
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"The Son of Man shall send forth hi* 
angels, and they shall gather out of his king« 
dom all things that offend, and them which 
do iniquity/' &c. These instances may 
suffice to shew the proper meaning of this 
phrase. But it will be right to observe, 
that though it was thus used by our Lord 
himself, it was not always understood in 
this its appropriate sense by his hearers. 
An instance of this occurs in Matt. xvi. 
13, 14. We read, " When Jesus came into 
the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples^ saying, W hom do men say 
that I the Son of Man, am ? And they 
said, Some say that thou art John the 
Baptist; some Elias; and others, Je- 
remias, or one of the prophets.** Now, it 
is clear from this answer of the disciples, 
that they supposed, that, when our Lord 
described himself as the Son of Man, he in- 
tended to signify by that phrase, merely, a 
human being. But this circumstance would 
not interfere at all with our Lord's use of it 
in its appropriate sense; for, as I have else- 
where remarked ; '' it was customary with 
our Lord to use words in a larger and a 
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more spiritual sense than was ascribed to 
them by the persons with whom he con- 
versed. In which cases he sometimes ex- 
plains his meaning openly, as in that of 
^' making free/' in John viii. 31 — 34^ and 
that of " meat'' in John iv. 31 — 34 ; but, at 
other times, more obscurely, leaving it to 
be made out by reflection, as in that of the 
word " neighbour," which he explains by a 
parable, see Luke x. 25 — 37- This mode 
of teaching was altogether suitable to his 
character as a superior and independent 
legislator. Nor could any inconvenience 
arise from it; as, either, the sense which 
our Lord intended to convey was suffi- 
ciently pointed out in the explanation, or, 
else, the limited and inferior meaning in 
which it was taken by the hearers, was in- 
cluded in the larger and higher one de- 
signed by our Lord.'** In this instance, 
the signification of, " a human being/' in 
which light the disciples viewed the phrase, 
is included in its spiritual meaning of, 
" Christ exercising, through the Divine 
union, miraculous power towards man* 

♦ Paraphrase 1 Ep. Cor. p. 202. 
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Jkind/' since this was founded on his pc^r- 
laking of the human nature; which, in ex- 
ternal bodily appearance^ and as the fruit 
pf Mary's womb,. he did. 

Having by this minute inquiry made 
out the true meaning of these two titles, of 
the Messiah, I apprehend that there can 
be no difficulty in determining theseaseof 
those passages of Scripture, which describe 
God, under the title of *' Son/' For,^s, in 
truths it can never be applied to Him but 
through Christ, it must always be in one or 
thje other of the two senses, in which these 
titles are used of our Lord. And, I think, 
then, that the natural result is, that the only 
just notion which we Q^n form of God as 
a Son, is, as far as he is exhibited to us as 
such in the person of our Lord, as a man 
intimately united to the Deity. This union, 
it should always be remembered, is founded 
on an intercourse, which, though it differed 
not in kind from thgt which subsisted be- 
tween God ,and the prophets, is, ii:^ extent, 
9nd duration, altogether different;:; since 
Ihe Divine intercourse with the prophets 
was only partial and occasional, and this 
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is both entire and permanent; so that, to 
«se the language of Bishop^HorsJey, though, 
for a somewhat different view of the sub- 
ject, ** the very existence of the man Jesus 
consisted, and ever will consist, in this 
union/'* This distinction and superiority 
in Christ, as a Son, above the prophets, is 
pointed out by St. Paul in the beginning of 
his Epistle to the Hebrews. *' God, who at 
sundry times and in divers^ manners spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the pro- 
phets, hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by A2> (rather, a) Son/' It should be 
observed, that the word "his,'' as its italic 
form denotes, has nothing answering to it 
in the original. And this indefinite mode 
of expression would seem to be prefer- 
able; as, thereby, the appropriate distinc- 
tion between Christ and the prophets, being 
regarded as one not of persons but of office, 
is more strongly marked. The purport of 
this part of these two verses, is to declare, 
that the communications from God which 
were made by the prophets and those which 

* Serin, xxxiv. 
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were made b}^ Christ, were, alike, exhi- 
bitions of the Divine Word, or articulate 
expressions of the will of God. After 
this, the Apostle goes on to shew the 
superiority of Christ, as a Son. But, in 
doing this, he states nothing but what is 
most fitly to be understood of Christ, as a 
human being in perfect union with Divi- 
nity. He adds, '* whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things {that isy of all the future 
spiritual blessings of the Christian scheme) ^ by 
whom {or^ by means of whom) also he made 
the worlds ;" (rather according to the primary 
meaning of the original expression^ the several 
temporary dispensations from God to man : 
that isy Christ was the original principle in 
the formation of these dispensations.)* The 

* I have before noticed (p. 124) that Creation may not im- 
properly be ascribed to Christ, since he was the Incarnate 
Word of God. But I apprehend^ that this text, as well as 
some others in which it is commonly supposed that the crea- 
tion of the material world is ascribed to Christ, will be founds 
on careful examination, to relate, not to that matter, but to 
the circumstance that Christ as the Incarnate Word of God, 
waft the essential principle, as well as the medium of God's 
moral dispensations to his creatures, more especially, of the 
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Apostle then proceeds to speak of him 
as he appeared on earth, adding, " Who 
being the brightness of his glory, (rather, 
an effulgence from his glory ^ not the perfect 
exhibition of itj according to what is implied 
in Christ's prayer to his heavenly Father^ 
John xvii. 5.) and the express image of his 
person, {or personal qualities; which Christ 
was^ by exercising spiritual miraculous power 
according to his ozmtfree-mll) and upholding 
all things by the word of his power, (or 
powerful word — by all things^ must here be 
meant y primarily^ all ihings relating to the 
Christian scheme, which is the matter in ques^ 
tion^ but, therein all other things may be said 
to be included, since all things were originally 
designed in subservience to Christianity) 
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high ; being made (that is, being then made 
or having become) so much better than the 
angels, (rather the messengers^ that isj the 
prophets before mentioned, as persons by whom 

Christian ; and which, therefore^ might justly be said to have 
been made by means of him, since, without him they could 
not have existed. Of this kind are CoL i. 16. Heb. xi. 3, &c. 
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God spakey, bid who zoert not^ as Christy im 
union with God) as he hath by inheritance 
obtained {or^ rather^ obtained as a fixed 
lot) 3 more excellent name than they. 
For unto which of the angels {rather y 
messengers y as appears by what follows; for 
it is only with the declarations of God to meny 
that we are, strictly speakingy concerned or 
even acquainted) said he at any time, Tboa 
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? 
(Thisy as I have before shewny relates to the 
resurrection of ofur Lord.) And again, I 
will be to bim a Father, and he shsdl be to^ 
me a Son ? (Though men are sometimes rfe- 
scribed, in ScripturCy as sons of Gody there is 
no instance of any individual* s being addressed 
as S9tch by God : this is probably founded oft 
the distinction^ before noticed^ between an 
adopted and a begotten Son^^ and so the 
phrascy " Sons of Gody* would seem to relate 
to the Christian dispensation in wJmh men 
are adopted as sosfs, through Christ.) And^ 
again, when he bnngeth in (rather, when he 
again bringeth in ; that is, at our Lord's re- 
surrection) the first- begotten into the worlds 

• P. 90, 
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he saith, And let all the angels (messengers) 
of God worship bim. And of the angels 
(that isj concerning messengers) he saith^ 
Who maketh his angefe spirits, and his mi- 
nisters a flame of fire {rather^ who maketh 
winds his messengers\ and a ftame ofjirt his 
ministers : by which it appears thdt any thing 
employed as an instrnment for executing God* s 
ztill^ may be styled a messenger or servant of 
God). But unto the Son, he sctith. Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of 
thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteous- 
ness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness above thy fellows. Atid^ 
Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth ; and the heavens 
are the works of thitie bands : {This i^ ad*- 
dressed to Christ in allusion to the Divine part 
of his constitution, as the Incarnate Word of 
God.) They shall perish, but thou remaiD* 
est ; arid they all shall Wax old as^ doth a 
garment ; and as a vesture shalt thou fold 
thtm up, and they shall be changed ; but 
thou aft the sattte, and thy yeaw shall not 
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fail. But to which of the angels {messen- 
gers) said he at any time, Sit on my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy foot- 
stool? Are they {the messengers) not all 
(merely) ministering spirits, sent forth {on 
special occasions) to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation ? 

We may now consider, as we proposed 
to do thirdly, those passages of Scripture in 
which God is presented to us by the terms, 
"The Holy Spirit/' And, here, we shallhave 
two things to do; First, to ascertain in what 
sense those expressions are to be under- 
stood as applied to God ; and then, to shew 
how we are to infer from them a distinct 
personality. Now, in fixing the true mean- 
ing of these expressions, it will be requisite 
to observe a caution, the reverse of that 
which was necessary on the former topic. 
For, whereas, in forming a notion of the 
sense in which the term, " Son,'' is to be 
applied to God, the difficulty was to do it 
in its appropriate spiritual acceptation.; 
whence it was necessary to avoid thedanger 
of resting in the bodily notions which the 
word primarily conveys, and so, of mistake 
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ing that part of the doctrine : in the present 
case, on the contrary, it is quite clear that 
the words are to be taken in a spiritual 
sense. But, then, as our knowledge of spi- 
ritual things is very limited, and as it is not 
the design of the Scriptures to teach by 
abstract notions, our care should be to in- 
terpret the expressions in the most obvious 
and popular sense that the subject will ad- 
mit of. Hence, by the term, " spirit,'' we 
should understand, '^ the mind,'' as it ex- 
ists in men ; concerning which, as the source 
of thought and reasoning, every one is doubt- 
less able to form some general notion for 
himself. Axxd for this sense of the word, 
we have the authority of St. Paul ; for it is 
to be observed, that he describes the Spirit 
of God as bearing a similar relation in the 
Godhead to that which the intellectual fa- 
culty^ does in man. In 1 Ep. Cor. ii. 11. he 
says, " For what man knoweth the things 
of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? even so the things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God." And, 
therefore, the phrase, " The Spirit of God/' 
may properly be interpreted, the mind of 
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Gad. By which, we ^aiuiot pretend to do 
more than to apply to God» the circujoi- 
stancesc of the spiritual part of our consti^- 
tujtion, fpr the purpose of illustration^ and 
with a view to our itnprovement in religious 
knowledge ; just as^ for similar reasons, we 
apply to him the parts and properties of 
our bodily constitution : as when we speak 
of God as. having eyes and ears, a mputht 
and hands, and as seeing, hearing, talking, 
and preserving by the strengt-h of his arm> 
And, as the word, " holy,'' signifies set apart 
for a particular purpose, and, in Scriptural 
language, signifies, more particularly, conr 
secratedto the use and glory of God ; hencQ, 
the phrase, " the Holy Spirit of God,'' must 
be taken- to mean the mind of God as exer- 
cised for the. promotion of; his glory ; and^ 
so, distinguished from. the mind of man, 
which, naturally, is inclined to its own grar 
tifioation. Now, as the mind of God may 
thus be considered as a thing which may in 
a. greater or less degree be imparted to 
mankind ; hence, the Holy Spirit is spoken 
of, in Scripture, as a gift. Thus in Luli^ 
xi. 16r. " If^ye then, being evil, know how 
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to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to fhem that ask him?*' 
Again, in John iii.34. "Fof God-^veth not 
the Spirit by measure unto Mm'' (our Lord). 
And i» Acts X. 45. it is distinctly spoken of 
as a gift, '^ because that on the Gentiles also, 
was poured 6ut the gift of the Holy Ghost.'' 
It is next to be observed, that, as the mind 
is the superior part in the constitution of 
man, that word may be used, in a general 
sense^ to signify the- man himself. The 
usual term, indeed, for this is "soul/' but 
the meaning is nevertheless the same, be- 
cause the soul, as far as we can conceive of 
it, is, properly, the mind considered apart 
from the body : that is, in its purest state. 
la this way the phrase, "The Holy Spirit," 
may be used personally to signify God; 
and in that application, conveys to us a 
^uffici^nt notion of him as an intellectual 
being. But to see this application of the 
phrase in it^ full and appropriate sense, we 
should consider, further, that the natural 
property of mind is, that one mind is able 
to influence other minds. This is done, 

l2 
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in the case of men, through the communi- 
cation which is made of ideas by speech 
and reasoning. But by a pure intelligence, 
this is effected by means of a secret com- 
munication of thoughts. Hence, the Holy 
Spirit or God influences our minds by 
secretly infusing into them a particular 
train of ideas : and this, either in an ex- 
traordinary manner, independently of any 
exertion on our own parts ; or, else, in an 
ordinary way, through our own co-opera- 
tion, that is, by our voluntarily employing 
our thoughts about God and the things 
relating to him. Whence we may infer, 
that when God is presented to us under the 
designation of the Holy Spirit, and as such 
acting upon us, he is to be regarded as a 
pure intelligence influencing our minds in 
reference to himself and the things per- 
taining to him. It is in this twofold sense, 
then, that the phrase, "The Holy Spirit,'- 
or, "The Spirit,'' is to be understood; 
either as denoting the mind of God im- 
parted, in a greater or less degree, as a gift 
to mankind ; or as God himself acting 
upon the human mind : and it is from the 
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context that we must, in each case, make 
out in which of the senses the phrase is to 
be taken. 

But we have now to shew how we are to 
infer from these expressions a distinct per- 
sonahty. I apprehend that it is in this 
way. In the conversation which our Lord 
held with his Apostles, on the night in 
which he was betrayed, he said to them, 
" I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever,"' John xiv. 16. And 
in V. 26. he adds, " The Comforter, which* 
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you/' 
And it appea^^ that this coming of the 
Comforter depended entirely on our Lord's 
ascension. For we find that, in a subse-- 

* It may be useful to notice, for the sake of those who are 
unacquainted with the original, that the word, ** which," 
having, as appears from its Italic character, no word answer- 
ing to it in the Greek, is inserted conformably to the gender 
of the Greek word for " Spirit," but that a person is alluded 
to, appears from the pronouns, " whom" and ** he,*' in the 
latter part of the sentence. 
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quent part of the same cooveFsation, our 
Lord adds, ^^ It is expedient for you that I 
go away : for if I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send him unto you f xvi. 7. 
Now it must be evident from the mere 
recital of these passages, that, by the ex- 
pressions, *^ The Holy Ghost," a person is 
here implied. But we have before seen, 
that when the phrase is so used, it de- 
signates God. As, however, we could not 
in that sense give any proper meaning to 
the circumstance, that the Holy Ghost was 
to be sent by the Father and by Christ, we 
must infer that by the Holy Ghost is here 
signified a distinct person. And as the 
title itself of Holy Ghost or Spirit impHes, 
that the person, in this caset|,is of the same 
substance as God, the natural conclusion 
is, that by the Holy Ghost whom the Fa- 
ther and Christ would send, was intended 
to be signified a distinct Spiritual Being 
the same as God. Of the possibility of 
the establishment of such separate ex- 
istence of the Deity we cannot doubt, 
when we consider the perfect communi- 
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cation, which, as we have already ^hewn, 
God made of himself to a htrman being 
in the person of Christ. Of the mode 
in which the Holy Ghost dv the mind of 
Gt)d, Was thxilB established in a ^tateof dis-^ 
tinct exiistenCe, we can hardly expect^ with 
our limited knowledge of spiritual things^ 
to have any iaccurate conception : but, it 
is not necessary that we should. It will 
be sufficient for us to form an indefinite 
notion of it, under the same general ex- 
pression which is applied to the existence 
of the Holy Spirit in the ordinary view of 
the doctrine of the Trinity ; as when we 
speak of Him as proceeding from the Father 
and the Son* But it may be observed^ 
that, according to this view, the procession 
of the Holy C^o^t is necessarily from both 
the Father and the Son. This follows froni 
the circumstance of the Divine union, and 
is confirmed by the declarations in the 
above texts, that the Holy Ghost is sent by 
both the Father and the Son. We may 
further observe, that this distinct personal 
existence of the Holy Spirit is to be 
reckoned from the day of Pentecost subse- 



# 
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quent to our Lord's ascension; since the 
promise which our Lord gave of the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, doubtless referred 
to the exhibition which was made of his 
power, on that occasion.* But, then, wc5 
are not to limit his existence to that time. 
Being, really, the mind of God, he is pro- 
perly eternal, though his distinct personal 
existence takes date from that period. It 
is on the same principle, that, as before 
shewn, we decide on the Eternal existence 
of our Lord from the circumstance of his 
being virtually the Word of God, though 
his personal existence took place at the 
period of the Incarnation. It will confirm 
this view of the subject, to consider, that 
it is only in the texts which relate to mat- 
ters subsequent to our Locd's ascension^ 
that the Holy Ghost is spoken of in terms 
which necessarily imply his separate exist- 
ence. In texts relating to matters previous 
to the Ascension, the phrase of, "The Holy 
Ghost,'' may be taken to signify, either the 
mind of God, or, more absolutely, God 
himself: but in those which refer to mat- 

* Acts i. 4. 
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ters since, it cannot be alwaj^s so under- 
stood ; as when it is said, '^ the Father shall 
give you another Comforter ;''* and again, 
when Christ speaks of " the Holy Ghost 
whom the Father will send in my name /'f 
and also, says, " I will send him unto you ;'X 
and again, when our Lord says of the Holy 
Spirit " he shall not speak of himself, but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak/'§ In these cases, a separate per- 
sonal existence is necessarily supposed. 
And, therefore, if it be inquired, what au- 
thority there is for this opinion of the se- 
parate existence of the Holy Ghost, the 
answer is, that, as it is clearly implied by 
the expressions used on the subject by our 
Lord, it is, consequently, founded on the 
declaration of J;he Incarnate Word of God. 
And we may add, that it is from thence 
also, that we determine that it took place 
on the day of Pentecost after our Lord's 
ascension,|| on which day he niade the first 
exhibition of his power, by suddenly ena- 
bling the apostles to speak a great variety 

* John xiv. 16. f Ibid. 26. t Ibid. xvi. 7. 

§ Ibid. 13. II Acts i. 4. 
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of languages. From that^ay forward) the 
Church of Christ is to be regarded as being 
under the immediate guidance of tfee Hoty 
Spirit of God in a state of separate personal 
existence. If it be said, ti^at, inasmuch as 
the Holy Spirit is virtually the same as 
God, this distinct personality would seem 
to be unnecessary, it should be considered, 
that, though indeed, as in reference to God, 
it might not appear to be required, yet 
that in its effect on mankind, it has a great 
advantage which would account for the 
appointment. The Deity himself, is of so 
grand and awful a nature as hardly to ad- 
mit of being approached, even in thought, 
with the composure and familiarity which 
are required towards a teacher arid guide. 
And it would seem, therefoKe, that the es- 
tablishment of the Holy Spirit, or, of the 
mind of God, in a state of distinct per- 
sonal existence, under circumstances of 
close connexion with mankind, was part 
of the same Divine condescension which 
caused the incarnation of the Word of 
God; and it is observable, that, by our 
Lord's speaking of the coinforter as being 
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sent in his st^d, we are naturally led to 
think of him as the same familiar and kind 
instructor that he himself had been. In- 
deed, in the next verse, our Lord distincUy 
says, that he himself will come, thereby 
identifying himself (as in a spiritual sense 
he might properly do) with the Holy 
Spirit. And it should be remembered, 
that this institution of the Holy Spirit could 
not take pl^ce till after our Lord's ascen* 
sion; for we are told, that **the Holy Ghost 
was, not yet given^ because that Jesus was 
not yet glorified :''* whence we may infer, 

John vii. 39. The word *' given" has nothing answering to 
it in the original. The whole verse, I think, might be hte- 
rally rendered thus ; '' But this he spake of the Spirit, of 
whom the believers in him were about to receive (the grant 
or influence) ; for as yet there was not a Holy Spirit (that is, 
distinctly established), because Jesus was not yet glorified/' 
Though I think this is the full meaning of the verse, it is not 
to be supposed that it was thus fully understood at the time 
of its delivery. It should be remembered, that, in the ori- 
ginal, the phrase of the Holy Spirit is capable of being in- 
terpreted, as it is with us, either as a gift or as a person. 
And, though in the use of it by our Lord in the discourse re-^ 
corded in John xiv — xvi. there is, as before noticed, an evi- 
dent allusion to a person (see p. 149.) and which could not 
but have conveyed to his hearers a notion of personality as to 
the Holy Spirit ; yet, unaccompanied as it was by any ex- 



156 

that he is intended to supply the loss of 
our Lord's visible presence. In truth, this 
further manifestation of God would seem 
to have been intended for the purpose of 
leading us, by a gradual |tnd easy method, 
to think of Him as a Spiritual Being. In 
the person of Christ, God was manifest tti 
us in the flesh, whereby, however, his na- 
ture was necessarily in some measure veiled; 
by the institution of the Holy Spirit, God is 
presented to our minds under circumstances 
of pure spirituality. This distinct estab- 
lishment, therefore, of the Holy Spirit of 
God, is to be regarded as means peculiarly 

planation, it could have given them, during our Lord's life, 
only an indistinct notion on the suhject. Prohably, the chief 
notion which the disciples at that time entertained respecting 
the promise of the Holy Spirit as a Cotiiforter, related to the 
restoration of the gift of prophecy, which had been the cus- 
tomary exhibition of extraordinary spiritual influence in the 
Jewish dispensation, and had been suspended for nearly 
four hundred years. After the apostles were duly enlight- 
ened by the Holy Spirit, they doubtless understood the 
phrase in its appropriate personal sense, and on suitable oc- 
casions used it in that way ; without however giving any spe- 
cial explanation, but leaving it to Christians to make out the 
true meaning by their own reflections. These remarks may 
be particularly applied to Acts ii. 33. and xix. 2. 
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adapted to the use and advantage of manr 
kind. But to speak strictly, it has been 
done for the purpose of Christian edifica- 
tion, conformably to our Lord's represen- 
tation of the office of the Holy Spirit. For 
he says, " the comforter which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father tvill send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance 
whatsoever I have said unto you/' (John 
xi V. 26. ) The permanency of the institution 
is declared in v. 16; "he (the Father) shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever.'' And it is alto- 
gether suitable that we should have the as- 
surance of the Divine word as delivered by 
Christ, that the Divine mind is thus speci- 
ally instituted for the purpose of Christian 
edification; and so is continually at hand 
to assist the virtuous and holy endeavours 
of Christians, and will hereafter be the 
means of making them perfect. More es- 
pecially is this beneficial, since God is not 
the object of our senses. And, therefore, 
to apply to this particular case the general 
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expressions of St. John:,^ smce nomanbtfth 
seen God at any time, it is most iCafeful and 
encouraging to us that this trttth should 
liave been delared by the onfy-bcgotteA 
Son, who is (at all tirnes)^ in the bosom of 
the Father. To such persons as have ac- 
customed themselves to act under a Ju6 
submission to the superintending ttiind of 
God, this matter will appear sufficibntly in- 
telligible, and they will readily and grates 
fully acknowledge the wisdom and mercy 
of the arrangement. But, in proportion as 
we are less accustomed to spiritual medita- 
tion and less under this holy influence, the 
greater will be the difficulty in the way of 
rightly apprehending the matter. This is 
intimated by our Lord, in making the pro^ 
mise of the Comforter. For he declares, 
that to the world or the unregenerate part 
of mankind, the subject is unintelligible-, 
because the knowledge of it is not attain- 
able by the sight, or by the natural sources 

of knowledge; but that to the Apostles it 

♦ 1 John i. 18. 
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was intelligible^ ais they were already, in 
some measure, conversant with the mind 
of God, and would hereafter be intimately 
so :* whence we raay conclude that it would 
be equally so to all others in proportion as 
they are in similar circumstances. 

TJbis, then, would seem to be the true 
loeaaing of the three several designations 
^yen to the Deity, of " the Father,"' " the 

* John xiv. liT. " Bvenihe Spirit of truth ; whom the world 
cannot receive . because it seeth him not^ neither knoweth 
him : but ye know him ; for he dwelleth (or remaineth) with 
you, and shall be in you.'* It will be seen that I have given 
the general sense of the passage, in preference to a quotation 
of the words ; which I have done, because I am inclined to 
think, that this verse is intended as an explanatory descrip- 
tion of the promised Comforter, as the mind of God ; and 
thence styled, the spirit or mind of truth, at being conversant 
with nothing else, , and so, distinguished from the natural 
mind, of man, which is conversant with falsehood. This 
opinion seems to be confirmed by the expressions in the lat- 
ter part of the verse, " he dwelleth with you." This' could 
not properly be said of the Comforter nvho had only just be- 
fore been promised ; but the Divine mind might, in a general 
sense, be said to have already dwelt (or remained) with the 
Apostles as believers. I think that the passage would have 
been more correctly rendered ** the spirit of truth which the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth it not," c&c. 
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Son/' and " the Holy Spirit/' And it ap- 
pears that they intimate to us the existence 
of God under three distinct personaUties. 
But as these are in reality the mind of 
God in three separate states of existence, 
there will be no difficulty in conceiving of 
these three persons as subsisting in perfect 
unity. This is a thing that sometimes 
takes place, as to particular subjects 
among men. Of this we have an instance 
in Acts iv. 32. We read, " And the mul- 
titude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul : neither said any of 
them that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own ; but they had all 
things common/' However, the most per- 
fect exhibition of the union of two minds, 
which can take place in human life, is to 
be looked for from the marriage institu- 
tion, according to its original design ; as is 
intimated by the Divine declaration re- 
specting it, " These two shall be one 
flesh /' or rather, " These two shall be (or 
be reckoned for) one person.* 

* Matt. xix. 5. 
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The general inference from the whole 
inquiry is, that God is to be worshipped 
under the notion of a Trinity of persons of 
the same substance and of perfect equality. 
So far the result agrees entirely with the 
common doctrine on the subject. And, 
therefore, though this view differs in the 
mode of explaining the subject, yet it con- 
tains all that is required, even according 
to the ordinary notions of the doctrine. 
The difference between the two explana- 
tions is simply this, that by the common 
exposition the Godhead is supposed to 
have consisted from all eternity of three 
persons, but according to the one now 
proposed, this triple personal subsistence 
has arisen from the circumstance that God 
has been pleased, in the Christian dis- 
pensation, in gracious condescension to 
human weakness, and as relating to human 
concerns, to multiply himself twofold in 
the person of our Lord, and in the distinct 
personal establishment of the Holy Spirit. 
And as this presents an intelligible, ra- 
tional, and consistent view of the matter, 
it seems altogether fit to be adopted ; un- 

M 
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less, indeed, it could be shewn, that there 
are passages which directly militate against 
it, and establish the notion of a plurality 
of persons existing from all eternity in the 
essence of the Godhead. It will now, 
therefore, be right to consider the objec- 
tions that may be raised from texts which 
may seem to imply this. The three prin- 
cipal ones that can be sup[X)sed to coun- 
tenance this notion, are Gen. i; 26. iii. 22. 
and 1 John v. 7. the consideration of which 
will sufficiently shew how all similar ones 
are to be understood. In Gen. i. 26. we 
read, "And God said, Let us make man.'^ 
Now, as the scheme of human redemption 
by Christ was a matter which was planned 
in the Divine mind before the creation of 
the world,* and inasmuch as this scheme 
was founded on the intended exhibition of 
the mind of God in the person of Christ, 
and in the separate personaHty of the 
Holy Spirit, it was not at all unsuitable 
that God should be described as declaring 
bis will as emanating from a plurality of 
persons. Indeed, it was necessary for thfe 

♦ 1 Cor. ii. 7. 
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sake of clearness and consistency, that this 
should be done from the first; in order 
rightly to prepare men for forming a just 
conception of the scheme, when it should 
take effect. Neither is it out of character 
for the historian to speak thus by anticipa- 
tion. It is observable that he does so, in 
this and the two next verses, with regard 
to the female, of whose formation we have 
no account till the 22nd verse of the next 
chapter. The verses stand thus, " And 
God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness ; and let them have do- 
minion,'" &c. — " So God created man in 
his own image ; in the image of God cre- 
ated he him ; male and female created he 
them."' — " And God blessed them ; and 
God said unto them, Be fruitful and mul- 
tiply ,'' &c. These remarks will serve to ex- 
plain Gen. iii. 22. where we read, "And 
the Lord God said. Behold the man is be- 
come as one of us."' As it was intended 
that the Christian scheme should be exhi- 
bited in due time, it was just as necessary 
that men should, in the meanwhile, be 
habituated to think of God under a notion of 

M 2 
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a plurality of persons as of a unity. A^ 

to the text of 1 John v. 7. It has been, 
indeed, a matter of no small discussion, 
whether it is genuine ; but into that in- 
quiry it is unnecessary to enter. Be- 
cause, even supposing it to be genuine, 
if it is interpreted conformably to the 
view which. has been here given of the 
doctrine of the Trinity, it will be found 
to have a very plain and consistent mean- 
ing, to which no reasonable objection can 
be taken. " For there are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost, and these three are 
one.^' If we admit, according to the pro- 
posed exposition, that the Word, and the 
Hol}^ Ghost, are a twofold distinct personal 
establishment of the Divine mind, the ex- 
istence of the three heavenly witnesses and 
their perfect unity, are easily accounted 
for. 

I am not' aware that there are any other 
texts which call for notice under this head. 
But, on the other hand, it may be observed, 
that there are some texts relating to " the 
Son/' which cannot be explained consist- 
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ently with the ordinary view of the doc- 
trine, to say the least, without a very forced 
construction. Of these, it will be suffi- 
cient to mention two which are well known. 
In Mark xiii. 32. Our Lord, speaking of 
his second Advent, says, " But of that day 
and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father.'' This limited know- 
ledge of the Son, is hardly consistent with 
the ordinary view of the doctrine of the 
Trinity, in which he is supposed to have 
been always a person in the Godhead and 
equal to the Father. Various solutions 
have been attempted of the difficulty in 
this text; but which it is unnecessary to 
state, since the present exposition of the 
doctrine is placed on such different ground. 
But, it may be observed, that, according 
to this view of the doctrine, which sup- 
poses the Divinity of our Lord to have 
been founded on the circumstance of the 
Divine influence on his mind, and this in- 
fluence, though at all times entire, to have 
been only to the extent of the occasion, 
there is nothing unsuitable in . supposing 
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the Divine commuDication to him to be 
proportionate to the exigency. And, there- 
fore, there would not seem to be any thing 
unreasonable in supposing our Lord not 
to have been, at the time in question and 
previously to his resurrection,* fully in- 
formed of a matter which was not essential 
to the exercise of his ministry ; that minis- 
try being, as we know it was, of a limited 
kind.-f — The other text is Col. i. 15. " Who 
is the image of the invisible God, the first- 
born (or first- begotten) of every creature.'* 
Of this text also, there have been different 
interpretations, which have appeared more 
or less satisfactory to different persons. It 
is unnecessary, for the reason above given, 
to enter into a particular inquiry respecting 
them, on this occasion. What I have to 
remark is, that, according to the spiritual 
sense which I have given to the term, " be- 
gotten,'' the description is altogether ap- 
propriate to our Lord. But, then, I should 
add, that the word " creature'* is also to be 
taken in a spiritual and evangelical sense, 
as relating to the creation of the mind 

* Compare Heb. i. 6. t Matt. xv. 24. 
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anew. 1 apprehend that the word, " crea* 
ture/' when applied strictly for the expli- 
cation of the Gospel scheme of redemp- 
tion, signifies a person whose mind is under 
Divine grace. But, then, we must not 
suppose the operation of Divine grace to 
be limited to the Christian dispensation, 
but to have been, at all times, in a degree, 
imparted to heathens ; whereby they were 
enabled to make a certain advance in virtue 
and piety : an instance of this we have in 
Cornelius the Centurion. In truth, it sig- 
nifies, if I mistake not, a person with that 
previous good disposition of the mind which 
is requisite for receiving the Gospel ; and 
which disposition is alluded to in St. Luke's 
declaration, " as many believed as were or- 
dained (or, rather, disposed) to eternal 
life/'* This I take to be the latent sense of 
the word "creature'' in the Apostolical 
Commission; by which it is tacitly inti- 
mated, that, though the Gospel is openly 
preached to all mankind; it is, from its 
nature, in strictness^ addressed to those only 
who have this good disposition of mind; 

'♦ Acts xiii. 48. 
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without which they will not be able to 
benefit by it, since it is a system which acts, 
not by force, but by persuasion. And it is 
in this sense that the word must be taken 
in ver. 23, of this chapter; where the Gospel 
is said to have been preached to " every 
creature under heaven/' In the ordinary 
sense of the term, this could hardly be main- 
tained. But after the Gospel had been, by 
St. PauFs indiscriminate preaching of it, 
delivered to the world at large, it might 
very justly be said, in this peculiar sense, to 
have been preached to " every creature 
under heaven,'' that is, to every one with 
that good dispositionjof mind which results 
from the Divine influence; since by this 
extension of the preaching of the Gospel, 
it was now within his reach. It is in this 
sense then of a human mind under Divine 
grace and, as in Christ, created anew, that 
the word creature is here to be understood. 
Christ was the beginning of a new Creation, 
The expressions then in the first clause 
of this verse, " Who is the image of the in- 
visible God," I apprehend describe the per- 
fect union of the man Christ Jesus with the 
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Divine nature: he was not, as the first 
Adam was, merely " in the image and after 
the likeness of God ;" but he was altoge- 
ther, as to us, '* the express image of his 
person /'* and it is in order to shew how 
he became so, that the latter clause, ** the 
first-begotten of every creature/' would 
seem to be added; that it was by the union 
of his incorrupt human nature to the Di- 
vine r-f and then, the use is to intimate to 
us the means, by which, through him, we 
may be restored to a resemblance to the 
Divine nature. It is added in v. 16, which, 
it should be observed, connects with v. 14, 
the intermediate one being parenthetical 
" For by (rather in) him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they he 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him 
and for him/' All which is conformable to 
the view which I have here exhibited of our 
Lord, as the Incarnate Word of God ; and 

• Heb. i. 3. 
+ See in p. 70 — 76 observatioDS, on the expressions, " the^ 
power of the Highest/' &c. 
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as being, as such, not only the essential 
principle of existence to all things, but the 
means by which all things both natural 
and moral were called into existence ; and 
being also, the true end and purpose for 
which they were made, the natural crea- 
tion being subservient to the morah 

But after all, the novelty alone of the 
exposition, may be urged as an objection. 
It may be said, that no intimation of any 
such view of the subject is to be found in 
the writings of the Fathers of the first three 
centuries, who appear, though with some 
variety, to have entertained the common 
notion of the doctrine. And, as their opi- 
nions are much relied upon, and in some 
respects very justly, it will be right to exa- 
mine this point, and to shew that the 
weight of their authority does not at all 
affect the question in hand. It will be 
readily admitted, that the belief of these 
first Christians could hardly have been other 
than conformable to the expressions used 
by the Apostles respecting Christ and the 
Holy Spirit. But then, it should be re- 
membered, that all that can be gathered 
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from the Apostolical language, as recorded 
in the Scriptures, is, that the Apostles used 
certain expressions which go to establish 
the points of the Divinity of Christ and the 
personality of the Holy Spirit. It does 
not appear that they gave any explanation 
of the exact sense in which their expressions 
on these points were to be understood. 
They have not stated explicitly how 
Christ is God or how the Holy Spirit 
is a person. Every believer therefore would 
have to form his own notions upon them. 
And hence, it would not follow that these 
uninspired contemporaries and immediate 
successors of the apostles, though agreeing 
with them as to the substance of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, would explain it in the 
same way that they would have done. In 
fact, if we examine the opinions of these 
early fathers respecting the doctrine, we 
shall find them to be merely a succession of 
efforts to make out, by the exercise of their 
reason on the apostolical and scriptural 
statements of the doctrine, the real meaning 
of those statements; which had never been 
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openly explained, though the incidental 
remarks of the scriptural writers in allusion 
to the doctrine, if duly considered, afford 
a clue to their meaning. And, therefore, 
though these early Christians are good 
authority as to the substance of the 
doctrine, yet they have no claim to bind 
us to their opinions of the way in which 
the doctrine is to be explained, as if their 
opinions were in reality derived from the 

« 

apostles. At the same time, it will be ad- 
mitted that their opinions are entitled to 
due consideration, as those of persons of 
much piety earnestly engaged in the study 
of the Scriptures. Still this part of the 
subject is left open to every Christian to 
exercise bis judgment upon. Much as we 
may respect the characters of our elder 
brethren in Christ, we are no where in 
Scripture enjoined to yield up our reason 
to them. In truth, as I have before 
remarked, submission to ancient and- 
ecclesiastical authority on points of doc- 
trine, can be justly claimed, only on con- 
viction that the doctrines are supported 
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by the Scriptures. The very nature and 
scriptural character of our religion requires 
that a Christian's belief should be the result 
of the free exercise of his judgment; and 
that he should be able, not only as to the 
whole subject, but as to the particulars, to 
give a " a reason of the hope that is in 
him/'* Now, though no person of a sound 
way of thinking, would, in forming his 
judgment on the present question, neglect 
the opinions of these first Christians, yet 
the degree of deference due to them on this 
subject is, perhaps, less than on any other of 
the Christian doctrines; since it is well 
known that they were, from the beginning, 
misled as to their views of this doctrine by 
their previous acquaintance with the Gre- 
cian philosophy. This is allowed to have 
been the case by Bishop Horsley. He 
says, " It must be acknowledged, that the 
first converts from the Platonic school, took 
advantage of the resemblance between the 
evangelic and Platonic, doctrine, on the 
subject of the Godhead, to apply the 
principles of their old philosophy to the 

•1 Pet.iii. 15. 



174 

explication and the confirmation of the 
articles of their faith. They defended it 
by arguments drawn from Platonic prin- 
ciples; they even propounded it in Pla- 
tonic language: which to themselves and 
their contemporaries was the most fami- ' 
liar and intelHgible, that could be em- 
ployed on so abstruse a subject/'* We see, 
then, whence it was that the custom arose, 
of applying the Scriptural expressions 
relating to the Divinity of Christ and the 
personality of the Holy Spirit, to the es- 
sential nature of the Godhead. This cus- 
tom thus established in the Christian church, 
has been ever since followed by succeeding 
expositors. I have humbly ventured to 
take other, and, as I conceive, more ap- 
propriate ground for my inquiry, and to 
interpret these expressions strictly in refer- 
ence to the Christian scheme of Redemp- 
tion. This circumstance will sufficiently 
account for the novelty of the exposition. 
At the same time, it will shew that, how- 
ever different the general result of my view 
of the subject may be from that of these early 

• Horsley's Charge to the Clergy of St. Alban's, part iv. s. 2. . 



175 

interpreters, it is, strictly speaking, not in 
opposition to it. I am the more desirous 
of stating this, as I am not of the number 
of these who estimate their labours at a low 
rate. On the contrary, I am of opinion, 
that they did the best they could, accord- 
ing to their knowledge at the time, by firmly 
upholding in their writings the Scriptural 
expressions on the subject, and, by so doing, 
preserving the essential part of the doctrine 
uninjured. The consequence has been, 
that, from thence and through the subse- 
quent Creeds formed on their writings, the 
doctrine has come down to us in its entire- 
ness and purity : and for this we are greatly 
indebted to them. Their chief object in 
the formation of the creeds, seems to have 
been to combine together, as well as they 
could, all the Scriptural expressions relat- 
ing to the subject, without being solicitous 
to inquire, how far these phrases, thus jas- 
sociated, would admit of a satisfactory ex- 
planation. This was, assuredly, under the 
circumstances, a wise and judicious mode 
of proceeding. And the excellency of the 
forms which have been thus produced, ap- 
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pears from this, that they are in a great 
measure applicable to different views of 
the subject.* Indeed, I think that it will 

* An attention to this circumstance may, perhaps, in some 
degree, enable us to perceive how it was that a person of so 
acute and comprehensive a mind as Bishop Horsley, should 
have continued to treat of the doctrine of the Trinity accord- 
ing to its ordinary exposition, though the meaning which he 
has given to the two Scriptural titles of the Redeemer leads, 
as it has appeared, to so different a one. For since in the view 
of the doctrine which is founded on this peculiar sense of these 
titles, the doctrine itself remains essentially unchanged, there 
was no reason for his doubting the accuracy of the common 
exposition, unless he had specially turned his mind to con- 
sider the precise effect which the sense that he had given to 
the titles would have on it: and this, there is no reason to 
conclude that he had done. Indeed, judging from experience 
of the painful effort of mind requisite to take any other than 
the accustomed view of the doctrine, I should say that nothing 
but an extreme case of urgency could have induced him to set 
about it. But, at any rate, however difficult it may be to ac- 
count for the oversight, I think, that it must be admitted that, 
according to Bishop Horsley's own explication of the titles, 
the supposition of the existence of three persons from all eter- 
nity in the essence of the Godhead is useless, and a mere in- 
cumbrance to the doctrine. And, certainly, his own high ex- 
ample would not on such a point sanction an implicit submis- 
sion to any mere human authority, however much entitled such 
authority might be, as his undoubtedly was, to the greatest 
attention and just respect. 

With regard to his observations on Matt. xvi. 18, 19. 
(See Serm. xiii.) in which he infers that St. Peter's confes- 
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be found, on examination, that, with the 
sole exception of the phrases expressive of 
Christ as begotten before the worlds, they 
are applicable to the view of the subject 
which has been here set forth.* Yet, as to 
these phrases, perhaps less objection will 
be raised, when it is considered, that the 
term " begotten,'' as applied to Christ, is 
indicative of his Divine union ; and that 

sion of Christ as '* the Son of the living God/' amounts to 
a full acknowledgment of the great mystery of godliness, 
God manifest in the flesh to destroy the works of the 
devil; I would remark, that it is only in that sense of 
the phrase " Son of God" which the Bishop has given, that 
is, as signifying a man in spiritual union with Divinity, 
that St. Peter can be supposed to have acknowledged Christ 
as '' God manifest in the flesh." To suppose him to have 
done it in any other sense, is inconsistent with the scriptural 
records ; more especially, with his subsequent denial of our 
Lord. It is not possible to think that this could have hap- 
pened, had the Apostle entertained the common notion of 
our Lord's existence from all eternity as a Son' and the se- 
cond person in the Essence of the Godhead. The truth is, 
the confession of Christ to be the Son of God, could in that 
early stage of the preaching of the Gospel, be considered 
only as a belief in the perfect righteousness of his character. 
And, as I apprehend, the confession of this truth, as being 
certain evidence of Christ's Divinity, is the rock on which he 
here promises to build his church. 

* See Appendix. 

N 
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this union, though it took place at the 
period of the Incarnation of the Divine 
Word, is properly the ground of his claim 
to Eternal existence. However, in strict- 
ness and truth, each of the expressions can 
be only separately applied to Christ, ac- 
cording to the usage of Scripture ; he was 
" begotten*' or " first-begotten/' and he 
was " before the worlds,'' but they cannot 
on any Scriptural authority be used of him 
unitedly. 

I have thus endeavoured to exhibit, 
with as much plainness as I could, what 
appears to me to be the true meaning of 
the Doctrine of the Trinity as it is deli- 
vered in the Scriptures. If this view were 
applied practically, it would be the means 
not only of proving more fully its truth, but 
of shewing the peculiar value of the Doc- 
. trine itself, in respect of the influence which 
it may be expected to have on the conduct 
of a sincere Christian. I have, however, 
forborne to pursue the subject in that way, 
and have confined myself to the single 
inquiry into the meaning of the Doctrine as 
deducible from Scripture; as it seemed best. 
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in so new a case, to take the simplest view of 
the subject that circumstances would admit 
of. Should that be found to be just, it may 
then be easily extended and enforced as to 
all its beneficial consequences. I profess 
not to have given a perfect view of the sub- 
ject, perhaps I can hardly hope to have 
done more than draw public attention to 
it. But, such as it is, I present it as an 
humble offering to the Church of Christ, 
with a heartfelt sense of gratitude for the 
Divine blessing which has enabled me, 
through much painful doubt and difficulty, 
to persevere and conclude my labour, and 
with a sincere hope that it may, in its de- 
gree, conduce to the Divine Glory and to 
Christian edification. 
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APPENDIX. 



I HATE thought that it may be useful to subjoin our three 
Creeds ^^ith explanations according to the view which has 
been here taken of the doctrine of the Trinity. As, however, 
these forms were constructed under so different a view of the 
subject, they are clearly not such as would have been ori- 
ginally planned for the present one ; and it may, therefore, 
naturally be supposed that there may be something forced in 
adapting them to it. But yet, as the doctrine itself, notwith- 
standing the exposition is varied, remains, in this view, pre- 
cisely the same ; it is certainly desirable to apply the view 
to the established forms of faith, and which, I think, it will be 
seen may be done without inconvenience. 



THE APOSTLES' CREED. 

I BELIEVE in God the Father (so called, as being the source of 
just thinking by influencing the mind) Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son (his onfy-begotten Son, the 
only human being entirely under Divine influence) our Lord : who 
was {miraculously) conceived by (means of) the Holy Ghost, 
(fhrough the intention of the Divine mind taking effect in a Vir^ 
gin*s iDomb as predicted by the prophet, Isaiah vii. 14.) born of 
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the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, 
dead, and buried ; He descended into hell ; The third day he 
rose from the dead ; He ascended into Heaven, And sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; (the establishment of the Divine 
Mind in a state of distinct Spiritual existence, conformably to our 
Lord's promise y John xiv. 16, &c.) The Holy Catholick Church; ' 
The Communion of Saints, The forgiveness of sins, The Re- 
surrection of the (Spiritual) body (according to what is said by 
St, Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 44) ; And the life everlasting. Amen. 



THE NICENE CREED. 

I BELIEVE in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth ; And of all things visible and invisible : And 
in one Lord Jesus Christ ; the only-begotten Son of God 
(the only human being entirely under Divine influence); Be- 
gotten of his Father ; (being entirely under Divine influence 
through the Divine union which took place firsts at his birth, and 
secondly, at his resurrection) ; Before all worlds (being the ar^ 
ticulate expression of the will of God or the Divine Word ; and, 
as such, in existence before the worlds or temporary dispensations^ 
were formed); God of God (God through the Divine union 
with the Godhead) ; Light of Light (the source of Divine Reve- 
lation through the Divine revelation made by him as the Divine 
Word); Very God of very God (virtually the true God, through 
Divine union with the true God); Begotten not made, being of 
one substance with the Father (though consisting of two na- 
tures, yet being through Divine irtfluencc united to God and not 
merely a human being created by the will of God, he was, as to 
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the leading part of his comtitutum, substantially the same Spi' 
ritual Being as God, By whom {by means of whom as the 
Dixfine Word) all things were made ; Who for us men, and 
for our salvation came down from heaven {became as the 
Divine Word a visible representation of God upon earth); And 
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary {and 
xpos conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary, through the pre" 
dieted Divine intention on that point taking effect upon her); And 
was made man {and was thus bom a human being). And was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 
was buried ; and the third day he rose again according to the 
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to 
judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have 
have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost (the tstablishment of the 
Divine mind in a state of distinct existence) the Lord and Giver 
of {spiritual eternal) life : Who {as the Divine mind) proceed- 
eth from the Father and the Son ; Who {being, though in a 
condition of distinct existence, in perfect union with the Father 
and the Son) with the Father and the Son together is wor- 
shipped and glorified {as one God) ; Who spake by the Pro- 
phets {was as the mind of God made known by the mouth of the 
prophets). And I believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church : 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins ; and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead; And the life of the world 
to come. Amen, 



THE ATHANASIAN CREED. 
With regard to this Creed, but few remarks will be requisite, 
as it will be easily seen that the terms of it are not inapplica- 
ble to this view of the doctrine, according to the explanations 
already given. 
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Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary 
that he hold the Catholic (or Christian) Faith. {Called Catholic^ 
because Christianity is matter of universal concern.) 

Which Faith (whatever it may be found to consist in), except 
every one do keep whole and undefiled ; without doubt he 
shall perish everlastingly ; (and this because Christian Faith 
is the essential principle of Christianity.) And the Catholic 
Faith (in special reference to God) is this^ that we worship one 
God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity (that is, one God under 
the notion of three persons united in one) ; neither confounding 
the persons, nor dividing the substance. For there is one 
Person of the Father, another of the Son ; and another of 
the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost (being alike the mind of God) is all one: 
the Glory equal, the Majesty co«etemal : Such as the Father 
is, such is the Son (through the Divine union), and such is the 
Holy Ghost. The Father uncreate, the Son (in respect of his 
Divinity) uncreate, and the Holy Ghost uncreate. The Father 
incomprehensible (unlimited), the Son (as to his Divinity) in- 
comprehensible, and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. The 
Father eternal, the Son (through the Divine union) eternal; and 
the Holy Ghost eternal ; and yet there are not three Eternals, 
but one Eternal. As also there are not three incomprehen* 
sibles, or three uncreated ; but one uncreated, and one incom- 
prehensible. So likewise, the Father is Almighty, the Son 
Almighty, and the Holy Ghost Almighty ; and yet there are 
not three Almighties, but one Almighty. So the Father is 
God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God; and yet 
there are not three Gods, but one God. So likewise, the Fa- 
ther is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost Lord; and 
yet not three Lords, but one Lord. For like as we are com- 
pelled by the Christian verity, to acknowledge every Person 
by himself to be God and Lord; so are we forbidden by the 
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Catholic Religion, to say, there be three Gods, or three 
Lords. The Father is made of none, neither created, nor 
begotten : The Son (tn respect of his Divinity) is of the Father, 
alone; not made, nor created, but begotten. The Holy 
Ghost is of the Father and of the Son, neither made, nor 
created, nor begotten, but proceeding. So there is one 
Father, not three Fathers : one Son, not three Sons ; one 
Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. And in this Trinity, 
none is (in respect of the Divine Nature) afore or after other ; 
none is greater, or less than another ; but the whole three 
Persons are co-eternal together; and co-equal. So that in 
all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity, and the 
Trinity in Unity is to be worshipped. He, therefore, that 
will be saved, must (according to our views of Scripture) thus 
think of the Trinity. Furthermore, it is necessary to ever- 
lasting salvation, that he also believe rightly the Incarnation 
(of the Word of God in the person) of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For the right Faith is, that we believe and confess, that our 
Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God, is God and Man : God of 
the Substance of the Father ; Begotten (through the Divine 
union) ; Before the worlds (as the Divine Word), and Man of 
the Substance of his Mother born in the world. Perfect God, 
and perfect Man ; of a reasonable soul and human flesh sub- 
sisting; equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead; and 
inferior to the Father, as touching his manhood. Who al- 
though he be God and man, yet he is not two (things) but 
one Christ ; one, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, 
but by taking of the manhood into God; one altogether, 
not by confusion of substance, but by unity of Person : for 
(by way of illustration) as the reasonable soul and flesh is 
one man, so God and Man is one Christ ; who (as man in 
union with God) suffered for our salvation, descended into 
Hell, rose again the third day from the dead. He ascended 
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into heaven, he sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God 
Almighty ; from whence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. At whose cotningy all men shall rise again with 
their bodies; and shall give account of their own works. 
And they that have done good, shall go into life everlasting ; 
and they that have done evil, into everlasting fire. This is the 
Catholic Faith ; which except a man believe faithfully, he 
cannot (accordmg to our views of Scripture) be saved. Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As 
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with- 
out end. Amen. 



THB END. 



Printed bj J. F. Doyjb, St Joiin*i Sqaare. 



PUBLISHED BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 



I. A PARAPHRASE of ST. PAUL'S FIRST EPISTLE 
to the CORINTHIANS, with Explanatory Notes, 8vo. 
10*. 6d. 

II. ST. PAUL'S THORN in the FLESH, EXPLAINED, 
in a Discourse on 2 Cor. xii. 7. — 2s. 



m>:^ 



E^ ^ 



